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TO  THE  TEACHER 


Loosely  classified  according  to  their  intelligence,  the 
pupils  in  the  ordinary  schoolroom  fall  into  three 
groups:  the  below-averagc,  the  average,  and  the  above- 
average.  The  average  minds  make  up  much  the  largest 
group.  Because  of  this,  and  because  the  average  and 
below  average  work  slowly,  needing  constant  help  and 
supervision,  the  teacher  spends  a  large  proportion  of  her 
time  with  them. 

The  above-average  mind  is  the  most  valuable  single 
asset  of  the  race.  Yet  it  is  safe  to  say  that  many  of 
this  class  are  hindered  rather  than  helped  in  school, 
because  the  teacher  is  forced  to  let  them  lack  meat 
while  she  feeds  the  average  and  the  below-average. 

The  lessons  and  exercises  in  this  book  have  been  selected 
and  arranged  with  this  fact  in  mind.  Half  the  work 
suggested  for  each  grade  should  be  worked  through  by 
the  average  class  under  the  instruction  and  supervision 
of  the  teacher.  The  remaining  half  has  been  deliberately 
designed  to  tempt  pupils  of  brain  and  ambition. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  either  expected  or  desired  that  any 
class  should  work  through  all  the  exercises  suggested 
for  any  grade.  The  lessons  and  exercises  dealing  with 
facts  and  skills  required  by  the  Course  of  Study  should 
be  covered  thoroughly.  Beyond  that,  the  material  is 
arranged  to  afford  the  greatest  possible  latitude  in  choice 
to  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Even  the  average  pupil  should  never,  for  example, 
be  set  down  to  the  thirteen  exercises  in  thinking 
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suggested  for  Grade  V,  and  be  required  to  work  through 
them,  as  if  they  were  practice  exercises  in  arithmetic. 
Rather,  after  the  teacher  has  given  the  instruction  lesson, 
the  class  should  be  assigned  the  group  of  exercises,  each 
member  being  allowed  to  choose  the  particular  one  which 
he  wishes  to  work  out. 

In  short,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  author,  it  is  of 
no  importance  whatever  that  any  child  should  do  all 
the  exercises  in  this  book,  but  it  is  very  important  that 
every  child  should  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  any 
that  he  wishes  to  do. 

It  is  a  pleasure  as  well  as  a  duty  to  acknowledge  here 
my  deep  indebtedness  to  Miss  Margaret  MacKinly  of 
the  Edmonton  City  Staff.  During  two  years,  Miss 
MacKinly,  with  her  class,  read  and  tested  exercises  for 
this  book,  and  she  has  generously  given  many  original 
ideas  to  be  used  in  it. 

D.  J.  D. 

Calgary,  July  1,  1924. 
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BOOK  I 
GRADE  ONE 

LEARN  TO  THINK 


Look  at  this  picture.  Look  well.  Shut  your  eyes. 


1.  Think  of  the  things  that  you  saw  in  the  picture. 
Tell  what  you  saw. 

Think  of  a  story  about  the  horse. 

Tell  that  story. 

Think  and  tell  two  stories  about  the  cradle. 

When  you  wish  to  tell  anything,  think  it  first 
and  then  tell  it. 
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2.  Think  and  then  tell  about:  the  policeman,  the  baby. 

3.  Think  what  you  would  buy,  if  you  had  five  cents. 

Tell  what  you  think. 

4.  Think  of  some  thing  for  each  child  to  do. 

Tell  him  to  do  it. 

5.  Think  of  something  that  you  wish  to  ask  the  teacher. 

Ask  her. 

6.  Read  this  story: 

THE  BOY  AND  THE  NUTS 

A  boy  put  his  hand  into  a  jar  to  take  some  nuts. 
He  took  as  many  as  his  hand  would  hold.  Then  he 
could  not  pull  his  hand  out  of  the  jar.  He  began  to 
cry.  “Do  not  be  so  greedy,”  said  his  mother,  “take 
half  the  nuts  and  your  hand  will  come  out.”  So  the 
boy  took  half  the  nuts,  and  his  hand  came  out  at  once. 

Think  the  story  to  yourself. 

Tell  the  story  to  the  teacher. 

Tell  it  to  your  mother  to-night. 

7.  Play  that  you  are  eating  your  supper. 

Think  of  two  things  that  you  would  ask  for. 

Ask  for  them  politely. 

8.  Think  of  two  things  that  your  dog  will  do. 

Tell  what  he  will  do. 

LEARN  TO  SAY  “I  SAW” 

1.  Go  to  the  window.  Look  out.  Then  come  back 
to  your  seat. 

Think  of  what  you  saw. 

Tell  what  you  saw.  Tell  it  in  this  way:  “I  saw  a 
cow.”  “I  saw  a  tree.” 
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2.  Think  of  two  things  that  you  saw  on  your  way  to 
school. 

Tell  what  you  saw. 

LEARN  TO  TAKE  DEEP  BREATHS 

If  you  wish  to  speak  well,  you  must  learn  to  take 
deep  breaths.  Each  morning  on  your  way  to  school  do 
the  following  three  things: 

1.  Blow  out  as  many  candles  as  there  are  on  your 
birthday  cake. 

2.  Be  an  engine  and  “puff,  puff”  along  the  road. 

3.  Pretend  to  fill  three  toy  balloons. 

A  POEM  TO  LEARN 

THE  WIND 

Who  has  seen  the  wind? 

Neither  I  nor  you; 

But  when  the  leaves  hang  trembling 
The  wind  is  passing  through. 

Who  has  seen  the  wind? 

Neither  you  nor  I; 

But  when  the  trees  bow  down  their  heads 
The  wind  is  passing  by. 

— Christina  G.  Rossetti. 

Read  this  poem  to  yourself. 

Think  of  two  things  that  it  says. 

Tell  the  two  things. 

Read  it  aloud  to  the  other  children. 

Learn  it  by  heart. 

When  you  know  it,  say  it  to  your  mother. 

Stand  up  straight  when  you  say  it  to  her. 
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A  STORY  TO  PLAY 

WHAT  TIME  IS  IT? 

Mary  and  Jane  were  playing  in  the  fields.  “I 
wonder  what  time  it  is,”  said  Mary.  “Mother  said  we 
were  to  go  home  at  four  o’clock,”  said  Jane.  A 
dandelion  spoke  up,  politely.  “My  head  will  tell  you 
the  time,”  said  he,  “blow  it  off  and  count  as  you 
blow.”  “You  are  very  kind,  Sir,”  said  Mary.  Mary 
blew,  and  Jane  counted.  “One,  two,  three,  four 
o’clock,”  said  Jane.  “It  is  time  for  us  to  go  home,” 
said  Mary.  “Thank  you,  Mr.  Dandelion,”  said  Jane. 

Read  this  story  to  yourself. 

Shut  your  eyes.  Think  the  story. 

One  of  you  may  be  Mary,  another  may  be  Jane,  a 
third  may  be  the  dandelion.  Play  the  story.  Stand 
up  straight  when  you  say  your  part. 

LEARN  TO  SAY  EACH  WORD  CAREFULLY 

1.  When  you  say  the  following  words,  say  the  “t” 
plainly,  say  each  word  three  times: 

went  pant  that  sit  wet 

hunt  want  flat  night  about 

2.  WTien  you  say  the  following  words,  say  the  “g” 
plainly,  say  each  word  three  times: 

going  waiting  thinking 

coming  trying  saying 

3.  Find  six  more  words  that  end  in  “g”;  say  each  of 
them  three  times,  saying  the  “g”  plainly. 

4.  Learn  the  following  little  poem;  when  you  recite 
it  say  each  word  plainly: 
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Small  feet  were  pattering, 

Wooden  shoes  clattering, 

Little  hands  clapping, 

And  little  tongues  chattering. 

LEARN  TO  SAY  “I  DID” 

Tell  three  things  that  you  did  yesterday.  Do  it  in 
this  way:  “I  did  my  chores.”  “I  did  the  dishes  for 
mother.” 


A  GAME 

Let  us  play  a  game.  Close  your  eyes.  Put  your 
head  on  the  desk.  Don’t  look.  One  child  may  be 
“it”.  If  he  touches  you,  you  must  ask,  “Who  did 
that?”  He  will  say,  “I  did.”  You  ask,  “Who  are 
you?”  He  says,  “Guess.”  If  you  guess  the  right  one, 
you  may  be  “it”  next  time. 

Answer  these  questions ;  tell  the  whole  story  each 
time: 

Why  should  we  drink  plenty  of  milk? 

What  should  we  do  to  the  window  at  night? 

What  time  should  we  go  to  bed? 

What  should  we  do  to  our  teeth  in  the  morning? 

What  should  we  do  to  our  finger  nails? 

Why  should  we  wash  our  hands  often? 

How  often  should  we  take  a  bath? 

Why  should  we  not  eat  much  candy? 

When  should  we  eat  our  candy? 

How  should  we  breathe? 

What  are  our  teeth  for? 

Why  should  we  play  out  of  doors  every  day? 

Think  and  tell  one  story  about  each  thing  in  the 
picture  on  page  15. 
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A  FUNNY  VERSE 

If  a  pig  wore  a  wig, 

What  could  we  say? 

Treat  him  as  a  gentleman, 

And  say  “Good  day.” 

If  his  tail  chanced  to  fail, 

What  could  we  do? 

Send  him  to  the  tailoress 
To  get  one  new. 

— -Christina  G.  Rossetti. 

; 

MORE  THINGS  TO  THINK  AND  TELL  ABOUT 

1.  Think  and  tell  something  about: 

your  mother  your  teacher 

your  barn  the  minister 

a  little  calf  a  rabbit 

2.  Think  and  tell  two  things: 

you  like  to  eat 
you  like  to  see 
you  like  to  do 

3.  Think  and  tell  what  each  of  these  things  is  for: 

the  window  milk 

a  spoon  a  shoe 

the  bell  rain 

4.  Think  and  tell  what  each  of  these  things  is  like: 

a  rose  a  tree  a  cloud  a  star 

the  sun  a  fairy  a  baby  the  moon 

A  RIDDLE 

He  has  soft  fur  and  very  long  ears.  He  eats  lettuce, 
lie  can  hop  well.  Guess  what  he  is. 


PIPER  AND  NUTCRACKERS 


— La?idscrr 
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5.  Make  riddles  about: 

a  pig  a  duck  a  cat 

a  goose  a  fox  a  hen 

A  STORY  TO  TELL 

Once  upon  a  time  a  lion  stepped  on  a  thorn.  It 
hurt  him,  and  he  could  not  get  it  out  of  his  foot.  A 
man  came  by.  He  was  afraid  of  the  lion;  but  he  was 
a  kind  man,  so  he  took  out  the  thorn. 

Soon  after,  the  man  was  put  in  jail.  They  said  he 
had  done  wrong.  The  king  was  angry.  aPut-  him  in 
the  lion’s  cage,”  said  the  king,  “and  let  him  be  eaten.” 

They  put  the  poor  man  in  the  lion’s  cage.  It  was 
the  same  lion.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  kind  man  who  had 
helped  him.  He  did  not  eat  him.  He  licked  his  hand. 

Then  the  king  was  sorry  that  he  had  been  angry. 
He  let  the  kind  man  go. 

6.  Read  this  story  to  yourself. 

Think  it  to  yourself  with  your  eyes  shut. 

Tell  it  to  the  other  children. 

Tell  it  to  your  mother  to-night. 

7.  Think  and  tell  what  these  people  look  like: 

Silver-locks  The  Gingerbread  Boy 

Cinderella  The  Little  Red  Hen 

8.  Think  and  tell  what  these  people  wore: 

Red  Riding  Hood  Joseph 

Puss-in-Boots  Peter  Rabbit 

9.  Think  and  tell  what  these  people  carried: 

Bo-peep  David,  the  Shepherd  Boy 

Boy  Blue  Santa  Claus 

Jack  Horner  Little  Black  Sambo 
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10.  Think  and  tell  what  these  people  did: 

The  Pig  Brother  Goliath 

Jack  and  the  Beanstalk  Tiny  Bear 

A  POEM  TO  LEARN  AND  SAY 

SPINNING  TOP 

When  I  spin  round  without  a  stop, 

And  keep  my  balance  like  the  top, 

I  find  that  soon  the  floor  will  swim 
Before  my  eyes;  and  then  like  him, 

I  lie  all  dizzy  on  the  floor 
Until  I  feel  like  spinning  more. 

- — Frank  Dempster  Sherman. 

A  GAME  OF  PRETENDING 

Each  child  must  choose  a  partner.  Pretend  that 
one  of  you  is  a  cat  and  the  other  a  mouse.  Make  up 
what  you  will  say  to  each  other. 

Pretend  to  he: 

Cinderella  and  the  Fairy  Godmother 
Santa  Claus  and  a  little  boy 
Mother  and  the  milkman 
David  and  Goliath 
The  policeman  and  the  lost  child 
An  old  dog  and  a  puppy 
Bo-peep  and  one  of  her  sheep 

,  LEARN  TO  SAY  “IT  ISN’T” 

1.  This  is  a  game,  too.  One  of  you  may  be  "it.”  Think 
of  a  flower  that  you  like.  The  other  children  will  try 
to  guess  of  which  flower  you  are  thinking.  They  will 
ask,  "Is  it  a  rose?”  You  will  say:  "No,  it  isn’t  a 


18 


LEARNING  TO  SPEAK  AND  WRITE 


rose.”  The  child  who  guesses  your  flower  may  be 
“it”  next. 

Another  clay  you  may  think  of  birds. 

2.  Say  the  following  verse  three  times  without 
stopping: 

It  isn’t,  it  isn’t,  it  isn’t, 

It  isn’t,  it  isn’t,  it  is. 

LEARN  TO  THINK  AND  TELL  ONE  THING 

1.  Think  of  and  tell  one  thing  (be  sure  to  tell  just 
one  thing)  •  that  happened  to  you 

that  your  kitty  can  do 

that  your  dog  can  do 

that  you  did  to  help  some  one 

that  made  you  laugh 

that  made  you  cry 

that  you  like  to  do 

2.  Think  of  one  thing  that  you  would  like  to  ask  (be 
sure  you  ask  only  one  thing): 

the  policeman  the  doctor 

the  milkman  the  store-keeper 

the  minister  the  postman 

3.  Once  each  day  recite  together: 

I  saw  a  bear. 

Jim  saw  a  lion. 

Tom  saw  an  elephant. 

Bill  saw  a  wolf. 

Mary  saw  the  sea. 

Alice  saw  a  rose. 

4.  Make  sentences  using  did  and  isn’t,  and  recite 
them  once  each  day. 
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A  CLEVER  COW 

There  was  once  a  cow  who  liked  apples.  She  learned 
how  to  get  them  for  herself.  One  day  she  was  eating- 
in  the  orchard.  She  rubbed  against  an  apple  tree. 
Three  apples  fell  down.  She  ate  those.  Then  she 
rubbed  against  the  tree  harder  than  before.  More 
apples  fell  down.  Soon  the  farmer  had  to  shut  her  out 
of  the  orchard. 

5.  Read  this  story  to  yourself. 

Tell  the  story  to  the  teacher.  Tell  it  in  this  way. 
Each  child  tell  one  thing  that  happened.  Tell  them 
in  the  right  order. 

6.  Tell  these  stories  to  the  teacher;  do  it  in  the 
same  way;  each  child  tell  one  thing  that  happened: 

The  Lost  Shoe 
Chicken  little 
The  Three  Little  Kittens 
The  Three  Bears. 

LEARN  TO  THINK  AND  TELL  TWO  THINGS 

Helen’s  story 

“My  rabbit  eats  out  of  my  hand.  He  eats  lettuce.” 

Helen  has  told  us  two  things  about  her  rabbit. 
She  has  made  two  sentences  about  him.  She  stops 
at  the  end  of  each  sentence  to  show  us  that  she  has 
finished  it. 

Let  each  child  think  two  things  and  make  two 
sentences  to  tell  them  to  the  others.  While  one  child 
is  telling,  let  the  others  count  to  make  sure  that  he  has 
two. 
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1.  Think  and  tell  two  things  about: 


a  pony 
a  squirrel 
a  bear 


Jack  Frost 
the  wind 
the  clouds 


—Pollard,  Calgary 

AN  INDIAN  TEE-PEE 


2.  Think  and  tell  two  things  about: 

a  little  Indian  boy 
a  little  Chinese  boy 
a  little  Japanese  girl 
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3.  Think  and  tell  two  things  that  an  Indian: 


eats 

wears 

shoots 


carries 

thinks 

has 


The  picture  on  page  20  shows  an  Indian  and  his 
squaw.  That  is  their  wigwam  behind  them. 

4.  Think  and  tell  two  things  about: 


the  Indian 
the  squaw 
the  wigwam 


5.  Think  and  tell  the  name  of  the  Indian  and  of  the 
squaw.  Make  up  a  story  about  them.  Let  each  child 
speak  two  sentences  of  the  story. 

6.  Look  well  and  then  tell  h.oiv  the  wigwam  is  made. 
Let  each  child  speak  one  sentence  about  how  it  is  made. 

7.  Name  all  the  things  that  you  see  in  the  picture. 
Speak  one  sentence  about  each  of  them. 

8.  Let  two  of  the  children  pretend  that  they  are  the 
Indian  and  the  squaw.  Let  them  make  up  what  they 
will  say  to  each  other.  The  other  children  may  tell 
them  what  to  say. 

AN  INDIAN  POEM  TO  LEARN  BY  HEART 


By  the  shining  Big-Sea-Water, 
Stood  the  wigwam  of  Nokomis, 
Daughter  of  the  Moon,  Nokomis. 
There  the  wrinkled  old  Nokomis. 

Nursed  the  little  Hiawatha, 
Rocked  him  in  his  linden  cradle, 
Bedded  soft  in  moss  and  rushes, 
Lulled  him  into  slumber,  singing 
“Ewa-yea,  my  little  owlet!” 
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A  STORY  TO  PLAY 

Who  killed  Cock  Robin? 

I,  said  the  Sparrow, 

With  my  bow  and  arrow 
I  killed  Cock  Robin. 

Who  saw  him  die? 

I,  said  the  Fly, 

With  my  little  eye 
I  saw  him  die. 

Who  caught  his  blood? 

I,  said  the  Fish, 

With  my  little  dish 
I  caught  his  blood. 

Who’ll  dig  his  grave? 

I,  said  the  Owl, 

With  my  spade  and  trowel, 

I’ll  dig  his  grave. 

Who’ll  be  the  parson? 

I,  said  the  Rook, 

With  my  little  book 
I’ll  be  the  parson. 

“AND” 

And  is  a  very  busy  word.  Boys  and  girls  make 
him  work  far  too  hard.  Give  him  as  much  rest  as  you 
can.  Do  not  use  him  between  your  sentences,  when 
you  make  two  or  three. 

Tell  the  following  stories  in  two  sentences.  Leave 
out  the  and.  He  is  tired. 
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The  pig  got  into  the  garden,  and  Tom  put  him  out. 
Nell  has  a  red  coat,  and  Fan  has  a  blue  coat. 

Tom  can  swim,  and  Fred  can  dive. 

I  like  apples,  and  mother  likes  oranges. 

Helen  read  about  Cock  Robin,  and  Jim  read  about 
and. 


LEARN  TO  THINK  AND  TELL  THREE  THINGS 

tom’s  story 


“I  could  not  find  the  cows.  I  hunted  a  long  time. 
They  were  out  on  the  road.  ” 

How  many  sentences  has  Tom  put  in  his  story? 
Count  them.  It  is  a  good  story.  Tom  has  stopped  at 
the  end  of  each  sentence.  He  has  not  used  and. 


1.  Let  each  child  think  and  speak  three  sentences. 
As  each  child  tells,  let  the  others  count  to  make  sure 
that  he  has  three. 


2.  Think  and  tell  three  things  about: 


the  kitchen 
the  bedroom 
the  store 
the  school 


the  barn 
the  church 
the  clock 
the  railway  train 


3.  Think  and  tell  in  three  sentences  how  you: 

wash  your  face  eat  your  porridge 

brush  your  teeth  mind  the  baby 

polish  your  shoes  feed  the  kitty 

4.  Make  up  and  tell  a  story  in  three  sentences 
about : 

a  slice  of  bread  and  sugar 
when  you  wakened  up  in  the  night 
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a  bird  that  you  saw 
why  mother  punished  you 
a  Christmas  tree 
a  bon-fire 

A.  GAME 

The  children  sit  in  a  circle.  The  teacher  may  begin. 
She  asks  the  child  who  sits  next  to  her  a  question.  In 
the  question  she  must  use  a  word  which  ends  with  ing. 
The  child  must  answer  the  teacher  and  then  ask  a 
question  of  the  child  who  sits  next  to  him. 

Teacher:  Where  are  you  go  ing  after  school,  Mary? 

Mary  :  I  am  going  home.  What  are  you  doing, 
Tom? 

Tom  :  I  am  eating  an  apple.  What  are  you 
reading,  Bill? 

Each  child  must  say  ing  very  plainly.  If  he  does 
not,  he  must  drop  out  of  the  circle  until  he  can  catch 
some  one  else  who  does  not  say  it  plainly. 

LEARN  TO  WRITE  STORIES 

First,  you  must  learn  to  write  your  name.  The 
teacher  will  put  it  on  the  blackboard.  You  must  copy 
it  many  times. 

1.  Learn  to  write: 

the  teacher’s  name  the  day  of  the  week 
your  mother’s  name  the  name  of  your  home 

your  father’s  name  the  name  of  your  school 

When  you  write  a  sentence,  you  put  a  capital 
letter  at  the  beginning  and  a  period  at  the  end.  It 
looks  like  this: 


Father  shot  a  bear. 
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2.  Copy  these  sentences;  be  sure  to  put  in  the  capi¬ 
tal  letters  and  the  periods: 

I  have  a  little  dog. 

The  boys  play  tag  at  recess. 

I  like  to  read. 

Miss  Brown  is  our  teacher. 


3.  Copy  these  sentences  and  put  words  in  the  blank 
places: 


My  name  is - . 

I  live  in - . 

I  go  to  the - school. 

.1  like - . 

I  have - . 


I  see - . 

I  heard - . 

I  can - . 

Tom - milk. 

Mother - bed. 


4.  Write  a  sentence  about  your  baby.  Think 
the  sentence  first.  Then  tell  it  to  the  teacher.  If  it  is 
a  good  sentence,  she  will  let  you  write  it  on  the 
blackboard. 


5.  Write  sentences  about: 

Miss  Muffett 
Polly 

Betty  Pringle 
Tom  Tinker 


Bo-peep 
Boy  Blue 
Jack  and  Jill 
Mother  Goose 


G.  Read  the  following  poem  to  yourself. 
Copy  the  poem  into  your  book. 

Be  sure  to  put  the  lines  just  as  they  are. 


Boats  sail  on  the  rivers, 

And  ships  sail  on  the  seas; 

But  clouds  that  sail  across  the  sky 
Are  prettier  far  than  these. 
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There  are  bridges  on  the  rivers, 

As  pretty  as  you  please; 

But  the  bow  that  bridges  heaven, 

And  overtops  the  trees, 

And  builds  a  road  from  earth  to  sky, 

Is  prettier  far  than  these. 

— Christina  G.  Rossetti. 


LISTENING 


Byrun  Harmon,  Banff 


7.  Look  ai  this  beautiful  deer.  Look  well. 
Write  down  the  answers  to  these  questions: 

What  color  is  he? 

What  has  he  on  his  head? 

Where  is  he? 

What  is  he  doing? 

Where  has  he  been? 

Where  is  he  going? 

What  does  he  hear? 

What  about  him  is  beautiful? 
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8.  Read  the  fallowing  alary: 

THE  POT  AND  THE  KETTLE 

The  Pot  and  the  Kettle  sat  side  by  side  on  the  shelf. 
They  began  to  call  each  other  names.  The  Pot  said 
that  the  Kettle  was  black.  The  Kettle  said  that  the 
Pot  was  black.  The  Pot  said  that  the  Kettle  was  dirty, 
and  the  Kettle  said  that  the  Pot  was  dirty.  So  they 
kept  it  up. 

In  the  middle  of  the  quarrel  in  came  the  Maid. 
She  took  the  Pot  and  scrubbed  it.  Then  she  took  the 
Kettle  and  scrubbed  it.  She  scrubbed  them  both 
within  an  inch  of  their  lives.  But  she  did  not  say  which 
was  the  blacker.  What  do  you  think  about  it? 

Which  do  you  think  was  the  dirtier?  Why? 

Write  a  sentence  to  the  maid  asking  her  which  was 
the  blacker? 

9.  Learn  the  following  poem  by  heart;  recite  it  aloud; 
beat  the  time  with  your  hand  when  you  say  it: 

What  is  pink?  A  rose  is  pink 
By  the  fountain’s  brink. 

What  is  red?  A  poppy’s  red 
In  its  barley  bed. 

What  is  blue?  The  sky  is  blue 
Where  the  clouds  float  thro’. 

What  is  white?  A  swan  is  white 
Sailing  in  the  light. 

What  is  yellow?  Pears  are  yellow, 

Rich  and  ripe  and  mellow. 

What  is  green?  The  grass  is  green, 

With  small  flowers  between. 

What  is  violet?  Clouds  are  violet 
In  the  summer  twilight. 

What  is  orange?  Wiry,  an  orange, 

Just  an  orange. 


Christina  G.  Rossetti. 


A  HELPING  HAND 
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DIGGING  FOR  CLAMS 


Here  is  a  picture  of  a  boy.  Look  well. 

Shut  your  eyes.  Think  where  he  is,  what  he 
doing,  why  he  is  doing  it. 

Tell  the  three  things  that  you  thought. 
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Here  arc  some  more  things  to  think  and  tell  about: 

1.  Think  of  and  tell  your  class  about  some  'pretty 
thing  that  you  have  seen. 

2.  Hiawatha  is  a  little  Indian  boy.  Think  of  and 
tell  two  things  about: 

his  cradle  his  bow  and  arrow 

his  tee-pee  his  canoe 

3.  Think  of  and  tell  a  very  interesting  thing  about: 

a  robin  a  lion 

a  rabbit  a  bear 

4.  Think  of  something  for  each  child  to  do.  Tell 
him,  politely,  to  do  it. 

5.  Think  of  and  tell  two  things  that: 

the  milkman  has 
the  postman  carries 
the  minister  does 

6.  Think  of  three  things  that  you  are  going  to  ask 
Santa  Claus  to  bring  you.  Ask  him  for  them  politely. 

7.  Think  of  and  tell  what  we  do  on: 

Easter  Empire  Day 

April  Fool’s  Day  Dominion  Day 

May  Day  Armistice  Day 

8.  Pretend  that  you  have  lost  five  cents.  Think 
just  how  you  lost  it.  Tell  when  you  lost  it.  Tell 
where  you  lost  it.  Tell  how  you  lost  it. 

9.  Think  of  what  you  will  give  your  mother  for 
Christmas.  This  is  a  secret  .  Whisper  it  to  the  teacher. 
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10.  Think  of  and  tell,  just  as  you  do  it,  how  you: 

go  to  the  post-office 
go  to  school 
go  to  church 

A  POEM 

Here  is  a  poem  to  learn.  Say  it  to  your  mother  to¬ 
night.  Stand  up  straight  when  you  say  it. 

THE  RAINBOW 

I  saw  the  lovely  arch 
Of  Rainbow  span  the  sky, 

The  Gold  sun  burning 
As  the  rain  swept  by. 

In  bright-ringed  solitude 
The  showery  foliage  shone 
One  lovely  moment, 

And  the  Bow  is  gone. 

— Walter  de  la  Mare. 

EYES  AND  EARS 

Each  day  think  of  some  interesting  thing  that  you 
have  seen  or  done,  and  tell  the  class  about  it.  Watch 
for  interesting  things  that  happen.  Tell  the  class 
about  them.  Use  your  eyes  and  ears.  Look  and 
listen. 

1.  One  child  may  hum  a  tune,  and  the  others  tell 
what  it  is. 

2.  The  teacher  or  a  child  may  pronounce  a  word  with 
the  lips  only;  the  others  watch  and  tell  what  it  is. 
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3.  A  child  may  stand  and  name  a  color  which  he  sees 
in  the  room;  the  others  guess  where  it  is. 

4.  A  child  may  walk  to  the  window,  look  out  while 
the  class  counts  ten,  then  name  all  the  things  that  he 
saw. 

5.  One  child  may  put  five  objects  on  his  desk  and 
cover  them  with  a  paper.  The  others  may  have  one 
look  each,  then  see  who  can  name  all  five  things. 

6.  Each  child  in  turn  may  make  a  noise  like  some 
animal;  the  others  guess  what  animal  it  is. 

A  STORY  TO  PLAY 

THE  WIND  AND  THE  SUN 

Once  upon  a  time  the  Wind  and  the  Sun  quarrelled. 
The  Sun  said  that  he  was  stronger  than  the  Wind,  and 
the  Wind  said  that  he  was  the  stronger.  Just  then  a  man 
wearing  a  heavy  overcoat  came  along  the  road.  “Now,” 
said  the  Sun,  “we  shall  see  which  is  the  stronger. 
W e  shall  see  which  of  us  can  make  the  man  take  off 
his  coat.”  The  Wind  agreed.  “You  may  try  first,” 
said  the  Sun,  politely.  So  the  Wind  blew  and  blew  and 
puffed  and  puffed  as  hard  as  he  could,  but  the  man  only 
buttoned  his  coat  tighter  and  tighter.  Then  the  Sun 
began  to  shine.  He  shone  hotter  and  hotter.  He  grew 
quite  red  in  the  face  with  shining.  “Dear  me!”  said 
the  man,  “It  is  a  very  hot  day.  I  must  take  off  this 
coat.”  And  he  did  so.  “Now,  Mr.  Wind,  you  see!” 
said  the  Sun  proudly. 

Read  this  story  to  yourself. 

One  child  may  read  it  aloud  to  the  others. 

Let  one  child  be  the  Sun  and  one  the  Wind;  play 
the  story. 
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LEARN  TO  TAKE  DEEP  BREATHS 

If  you  wish  to  speak  well,  you  must  take  deep 
breaths.  Do  the  following  exercises  every  morning: 

1.  Pretend  that  you  are  swimming.  Keep  your  head 
under  water  while  you  count  10,  15,  20. 

2.  You  are  a  bird.  Draw  in  as  much  air  as  you  can, 
while  you  lift  your  wings  slowly.  Hold  your  breath 
and  sail  through  the  air.  Then  flap  your  wings  and 
let  out  your  breath. 

3.  Stand  up  straight.  Hold  your  head  up.  Throw 
up  your  arms,  and  shout  “Hurr-ah.”  Make  the  “ah — ” 
as  long  as  you  can. 

LEARN  TO  SPEAK  IN  SENTENCES 

At  the  end  of  a  sentence  you  let  your  voice  down 
and  stop,  in  order  to  show  the  others  that  you  have 
finished  it.  Do  not  use  and,  if  you  can  help  it.  And  is 
tired.  He  has  too  much  to  do.  When  one  child  is 
speaking,  let  the  others  mark  how  often  he  stops. 
Count  the  number  of  sentences  he  uses. 

1.  Tell  these  stories  to  the  class;  let  them  count 
how  many  sentences  you  use: 

Mary  has  a  doll.  She  let  it  fall,  and  it  hurt  its 
arm.  Her  sister  tied  it  up  for  her. 

Mother  called  us  in.  We  did  not  want  to  go. 
She  said  it  was  time  for  bed. 

The  milkman  brings  us  cream.  One  day  he 
left  sour  cream.  Mother  was  cross.  He  brought 
good  cream  the  next  time. 
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2.  Tell  a  story  (being  sure  to  stop  at  the  end  of  each 


sentence)  about: 


your  milkman 
your  brother 
the  lady  next  door 
a  lost  kitty 


3.  There  are  two  sentences  in  each  of  the  following 
stories.  Take  out  the  and  and  read  them  so  that 
the  class  can  hear  the  two  sentences: 

Shut  the  gate  and  come  in. 

Horses  eat  hay,  and  they  eat  oats,  too. 

Can  you  see  the  bird,  and  can  you  hear  it? 

Alice  hurt  herself,  and  her  mother  kissed  her. 
Bobbie  fell,  and  he  hurt  his  knee. 

4.  Tell  a  story  about  : 

something  interesting  that  happened  to  you 
something  you  did  that  you  were  sorry  for 
something  you  did  to  help  your  mother 

5.  Tell  what  the  following  things  are  like;  be  sure 
to  stop  at  the  end  of  each  sentence: 


a  lamp 
a  clock 
a  broom 


a  table 
a  bed 
a  piano 


G.  Correct  sentences  to  recite  each  day: 

There  are  five  eggs  in  the  nest. 

There  are  three  cookies  in  the  can. 

There  are  two  girls  in  the  class. 

There  are  ten  books  on  the  desk. 

There  are  five  cows  in  the  field. 

7.  Make  sentences  using  correctly:  we  were,  he 
doesn’t,  Tom  and  1.  Say  them  each  day. 
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8.  Read  this  story: 

THE  DOG  IN  THE  MANGER 

Once  when  some  cows  went  to  eat  their  hay,  they 
found  a  little  dog  in  the  manger.  He  barked  at  them 
and  tried  to  bite  them.  He  would  not  let  them  eat 
their  hay.  “You  are  a  selfish  cur,”  said  the  oldest 
cow,  “you  cannot  eat  hay  yourself,  and  you  will  not 
let  those  eat  who  can.” 

9.  Tell  this  story  to  the  others.  Be  sure  to  stop  at 
the  end  of  each  sentence, 
sentences. 

10.  Look  at  this  man. 

Make  up  as  many  sentences 

as  you  can  about  him. 

Make  up  a  story  about  his 
home. 

Pretend  that  you  are  a 
knife-grinder.  Make  up  a 
question  to  ask  each  of  the 
children  as  you  go  around  the 
room.  Let  each  of  them 
make  up  an  answer  to  your 
question. 

11.  A  GAME 

The  best  reader  in  the  class  must  read  these  ques¬ 
tions,  and  each  child  must  answer  in  sentences: 

Why  was  Billy  late  for  school? 

Why  were  Mary  and  Betty  afraid? 

Why  did  John  have  his  tooth  pulled? 

How  did  Jim  win  the  race? 

What  made  Jean  the  best  reader? 


Let  them  count  the 


THE  KNIFE-GRINDER 
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Why  does  Bobby  brush  his  teeth? 

Who  has  the  neatest  finger-nails? 

Why  is  our  school  the  best? 

LEARN  TO  SAY  “WE  WERE” 

1.  Let  one  child  leave  the  room.  While  he  is  out, 
the  others  must  do  something.  When  he  comes  in 
again,  you  ask,  “What  were  we  doing?”  He  guesses, 
“You  were  talking,”  “You  were  moving.”  When  he 
has  guessed  the  right  answer,  another  child  may  go  out. 

2.  Learn  the  following  rhyme: 

We  were,  you  were,  they  were 
Standing  straight  and  tall; 

We  were,  you  were,  they  were 
Speaking  to  them  all. 

HOP-SCOTCH 

Read  this  little  poem  to  yourself: 

All  day  I  play  at  Hop-Scotch 
And  hop  and  hop  and  hop, 

And  when  I  go  to  bed  at  night 
I  dream  I  cannot  stop, 

And  all  the  world  and  everything 
Is  one  big  hop-scotch  square, 

With  just  one  tired  little  girl 
Hopping  and  hopping  there! 

— Isabel  Ecclestone  MacKay. 

Tell  three  things  the  little  girl  did. 

Draw  a  picture  of  a  hop-scotch  square. 

Tell  the  others  how  to  play  it. 

Draw  a  picture  of  the  little  girl  hopping. 
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LEARN  TO  SAY  EACH  WORD  CAREFULLY 

1.  Say  each  of  the  following  words  carefully  three 
times : 

sleep  went  butcher 

while  were  isn’t  it 

2.  Find  and  write  down  ten  words  that  end  with 
“g.”  Say  each  of  them  three  times.  Be  sure  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  “g.” 

3.  Find  five  words  that  begin  with  “t”  and  five  that 
end  with  “t.”  Make  a  sentence  using  each  one.  Read 
your  sentences  aloud  pronouncing  all  the  “t’s.” 

4.  Stand  before  your  class.  Give  a  command,  as: 
rise,  bow,  turn,  etc.  Make  the  words  with  your  lips 
only.  Do  not  speak  them.  The  child  who  obeys 
first  may  give  the  next  command. 

5.  Say  each  of  the  following  words  carefully  three 
times  each  day: 

you  asked  for  of  hundred 

can  just  across  from  children 

6.  Say  the  following  sentence  quickly  three  times : 

I  think  I  pricked  my  thumb  with  a  thistle. 

A  STORY  TO  PLAY 

“Ferry  me  across  the  water, 

Do,  boatman,  do.” 

“If  you’ve  a  penny  in  your  purse 
I’ll  ferry  you.” 

“I  have  a  penny  in  my  purse 
And  my  eyes  are  blue; 

So  ferry  me  across  the  water. 

Do,  boatman,  do.” 
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“Step  into  my  ferry-boat, 

Be  they  black  or  blue, 

And  for  the  penny  in  your  purse 
I’ll  ferry  you.” 

— Christina  G.  Rossetti. 


Read  these  verses  to  yourself. 

One  of  you  read  these  verses  aloud  to  the  others. 

One  of  you  may  be  the  little  girl,  and  another  may 
be  the  boatman.  Play  the  story. 

LEARN  TO  MAKE  A  PLAY  FOR  YOURSELF 

THE  HARE  AND  THE  TORTOISE 

The  tortoise  lived  in  the  wood.  He  was  flat  and 
broad.  His  legs  were  very  short,  so  that  he  could  not 
run  well.  One  day  when  he  was  lying  in  the  sunshine,  a 
brisk  little  hare  came  along.  “Oh,  ho,”  said  he  to 
himself,  “here  is  that  fat  tortoise.  Now  I  shall  have 
some  fun.”  Then  he  called  out,  “Come  on,  Lazy¬ 
bones,  and  I  will  run  you  a  race  to  the  oak  tree  down 
the  road.”  “Who  will  be  the  judge?”  said  the  tor¬ 
toise.  “I  will,”  said  Mr.  Fox,  who  came  up  just  then. 
The  hare  anti  the  tortoise  put  their  noses  to  the  line 
and  started.  The  hare  was  soon  out  of  sight.  “The 
tortoise  will  never  catch  me,”  he  thought,  “I  will  just 
take  a  nap.”  He  lay  down  and  fell  fast  asleep.  By 
and  by  the  tortoise  came  up  and  passed  him  with  a 
smile.  When  the  hare  wakened,  he  found  the  tortoise 
sitting  at  the  goal  chatting  with  Mr.  Fox. 

Read  this  story  through  twice. 

Who  spoke  first?  Let  all  think  what  he  said. 

Each  child  tell  what  he  thinks  the  hare  said. 

Choose  the  best  speech  given.  The  teacher  will 
write  it  on  the  board  for  you. 
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Who  spoke  next?  Let  everyone  make  a  speech  for 
the  tortoise. 

Put  down  the  best  one. 

Keep  on  till  you  have  put  down  all  the  speeches 
that  they  made. 

Are  the  capital  letters  in  place  and  the  periods  at 
the  ends  of  the  sentences? 

Make  a  play  of  “The  Boy  who  cried  ‘Wolf’.” 

LEARN  TO  SAY  “HE  DOESN’T” 

1.  Let  the  children  sit  in  a  circle.  Each  one  may 
give  a  sentence  to  the  one  next  him.  Give  a  sentence 
with  a  blank  in  it  like  this: 

A  boy - cry  when  he  is  hurt. 

The  next  child  must  give  the  sentence  filling  in  the 
blank  with  the  word  “doesn’t.”  Then  he  may  give  a 
sentence  with  a  blank  in  it. 

2.  Let  each  child  tell  something : 

his  mother  doesn’t  do 
his  father  doesn’t  do 
the  policeman  doesn’t  do 

3.  One  child  may  ask  the  others  funny  questions,  as: 
“Does  your  cow  sing?”  The  child  must  answer  “No, 
our  cow  doesn’t  sing.” 

LEARN  TO  WRITE  SENTENCES 

When  the  others  are  too  busy  to  listen,  you  must 
write  down  what  you  think.  When  you  write  a  sen¬ 
tence,  you  put  a  capital  letter  at  the  beginning  and  a 
period  to  show  where  you  let  your  voice  down  at  the 
end.  It  looks  like  this: 

A  pussy  came  into  the  school. 
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1.  Find  jive  sentences  on  this  page.  Find  them  by 
the  capital  letter  and  the  period. 

2.  Copy  six  sentences  from  your  Reader.  Mark  the 
capital  letter  and  the  period  in  each . 

3.  Think  of  and  then  write  down  three  things  that 
happened  to  each  of  these  people.  Be  sure  to  begin 
each  with  a  capital  letter  and  end  with  a  period : 

Bo-peep  The  Little  Half-Chick 

Cinderella  Jack  and  the  Beanstalk 

4.  Write  down  a  sentence  answering  each  of  these 
questions : 

Why  are  rabbits  white  in  winter? 

Why  have  dandelion  seeds  plumes? 

Why  does  too  much  candy  make  you  ill? 

Why  does  the  snow  lie  on  the  ground? 

Why  should  you  run? 

Why  should  you  sing? 

Why  does  Christmas  come  but  once  a  year? 

5.  Put  capital  letters  at  the  beginnings  and  periods  at 
the  ends  of  these  sentences: 

A  little  boy  was  playing  in  the  sun  his  ball  rolled 
down  a  hole  he  was  very  hot  and  cross  he  could  not 
get  it  he  began  to  cry  a  gopher  came  out  of  the  hole 
it  sat  up  and  chirped  the  boy  thought  it  was  laughing 
at  him  he  began  to  laugh  too. 

6.  Look  well  at  the  picture  on  the  opposite  page. 

Tell  all  the  things  that  you  saw  in  it. 

Let  each  child  make  a  sentence  about  one  of  the 
things. 

Let  each  child  tell  a  story  about  the  picture. 

Let  each  tell  what  he  likes  best  in  it. 


A  FASCINATING  TALE 


■Ronner 
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ANOTHER  POEM  TO  LEARN  AND  SAY 

A  FAIRY  WENT  A-MARKETING 

A  fairy  went  a-marketing — 

She  bought  a  colored  bird ; 

It  sang  the  sweetest,  shrillest  song 
That  she  had  ever  heard. 

She  sat  beside  its  painted  cage 
And  listened  half  the  day, 

And  then  she  opened  wide  the  door 
And  let  it  fly  away. 

From  Fairies  and  Chimneys.  — Rose  Fyleman. 


LEARN  TO  TELL  A  STORY 


When  you  tell  a  story,  you  must  think  it  first. 
Then  you  must  stand  very  straight,  speak  out,  and 
say  every  word  carefully. 

Choose  a  story  for  your  own.  Tell  it  to  your 
mother,  your  father,  your  brother  or  sister,  your  chum, 
your  dog.  When  you  have  told  it  all  through  very 
carefully  ten  times,  you  can  have  it  for  your  very  own. 


Choose  one  of  these  for  your  own  story: 


The  Shoemaker  and 
the  Elves 
Noah  and  the  Ark 
The  Sleeping  Beauty 
David  and  Goliath 
Raggylug 


Daniel  in  the  Den  of  Lions 
Red  Riding  Hood 
Puss-in-Boots 
Cinderella 

Jack  and  the  Beanstalk 
Mrs.  Chincilla 


A  STORY  TO  TELL 

A  merchant  had  sold  all  his  goods  and  filled  his  bag 
with  gold.  As  he  had  so  much  money  with  him,  he 
wished  to  be  at  home  before  night  came  on.  He 
packed  his  bag,  got  on  his  horse,  and  rode  away. 
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At  noon,  he  stopped  at  an  inn  to  rest  his  horse  and 
to  eat.  The  stable  boy  said  to  him,  “Sir,  your  horse 
has  lost  a  nail  from  his  shoe.”  “Let  it  go,”  said  the 
man,  “I  have  not  time  to  have  it  put  in.” 

He  rode  on.  Soon  the  horse  began  to  limp.  By  and 
by  it  stumbled,  fell,  and  broke  its  leg.  The  poor 
beast  was  in  great  pain,  so  the  man  took  out  his  pistol 
and  shot  it. 

He  had  to  walk  all  the  rest  of  the  way  home. 
“And  all  because  of  that  unlucky  nail,”  he  said. 

A  rOEM  TO  LEARN 

There  is  but  one  May  in  the  year, 

And  sometimes  May  is  wet  and  cold; 

There  is  but  one  May  in  the  year, 

Before  the  year  grows  old. 

Yet  tho’  it  be  the  chilliest  May, 

With  least  of  sun  and  most  of  showers, 

Its  wind  and  dew,  its  night  and  day, 

Bring  up  the  flowers. 

— Christina  G.  Rossetti. 


LEARN  TO  WRITE  QUESTIONS 

Questions  are  sentences  which  ask  something.  When 
we  write  them,  we  begin  with  a  capital  letter,  and  we 
end  with  a  question  mark.  Questions  look  like  this: 

Can  you  see  the  horse? 

1.  Write  three  questions  you  would  like  to  ask:  Santa 
Claus,  a  fairy,  the  man  in  the  moon,  your  godmother. 

2.  Find  ten  questions  in  your  Reader.  Write  them 
down.  Write  an  answer  to  each  of  them. 

3.  Write  six  funny  questions.  Exchange  papers  with 
your  neighbor.  Write  the  answers. 
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LEARN  TO  SAY  “HELEN  AND  I,”  “JOHN  AND  I” 

You  will  like  this  game.  Two  girls  will  go  out  of 
the  room.  They  will  come  in  doing  some  action.  One 
of  the  girls  will  say:  “Helen  and  I  were  doing  this.” 
You  must  watch  what  they  do.  Then  perhaps  you 
ask:  “Were  you  making  bread?”  They  say:  “No, 
we  were  not  making  bread.”  If  you  guess  what  they 
were  doing,  you  may  choose  some  one  to  work  with 
you  and  be  “it.” 


"BILL” 

This  is  Bill.  He  is  dressed  in  his  cowboy  clothes. 
Write  down  the  name  of  each  part  of  his  clothing. 
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Tell  of  what  each  part  of  his  clothing  is  made. 
You  may  ask  him  three  questions. 

Write  down  his  answers  to  your  questions. 

A  STORY  TO  PLAY 

WHO  STOLE  THE  BIRD’S  NEST  ? 

“To-whit!  to-whit!  to-whee! 

Will  you  listen  to  me? 

Who  stole  four  eggs  I  laid, 

And  the  nice  nest  I  made?” 

“Not  I,”  said  the  cow,  “Moo-oo! 

Such  a  thing  I’d  never  do. 

I  gave  you  a  wisp  of  hay, 

But  didn’t  take  your  nest  away; 

Not  I,”  said  the  cow,  “Moo-oo! 

Such  a  thing  I’d  never  do.” 

“Bob-o’-link!  Bob-o’-link! 

Now,  what  do  you  think? 

Who  stole  a  nest  away 
From  the  plum-tree  to-day?” 

“Not  I,”  said  the  dog,  “Bow-wow! 

I  wouldn’t  be  so  mean,  I  vow, 

I  gave  some  hairs  the  nest  to  make, 

But  the  nest  I  did  not  take; 

Not  I,”  said  the  dog,  “Bow-wow! 

I  would’nt  be  so  mean,  I  vow.” 

“Coo-coo!  Coo-coo!  Coo-coo! 

Let  me  speak  a  word  or  two: 

Who  stole  that  pretty  nest ! 

From  little  yellow-breast?” 

“Not  I,”  said  the  sheep;  “Oh,  no! 

I  wouldn’t  treat  a  poor  bird  so. 

I  gave  the  wool  the  nest  to  line, 

But  the  nest  was  none  of  mine. 
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Baa!  Baa!”  said  the  sheep;  “Oh,  no, 

I  wouldn’t  treat  a  poor  bird  so.” 

“Caw!  Caw!”  cried  the  crow, 

“I  should  like  to  know 
What  thief  took  away 
A  bird’s  nest  to-day.” 

“Cluck!  Cluck!”  said  the  hen, 

“Don’t  ask  me  again; 

Why  I  haven’t  a  chick 
Would  do  such  a  trick. 

We  all  gave  her  a  feather, 

And  she  wove  them  together. 

I’d  scorn  to  intrude 
On  her  and  her  brood. 

Cluck!  Cluck!”  said  the  hen, 

“Don’t  ask  me  again!” 

Chirr-a- whirr !  Chirr-a- whirr ! 

All  the  birds  make  a  stir! 

“Let  us  find  out  his  name, 

And  all  cry  ‘For  shame!’  ” 

“I  would  not  rob  a  bird,” 

Said  little  Mary  Green; 

“I  think  I  never  heard 
Of  anything  so  mean.” 

“It  is  very  cruel,  too,” 

Said  little  Alice  Neal; 

“I  wonder  if  he  knew 

How  sad  the  bird  would  feel.” 

A  little  boy  hung  down  his  head 
And  went  and  hid  behind  the  bed, 

For  he  stole  that  pretty  nest 
From  poor  little  yellow-breast; 

And  he  felt  so  full  of  shame, 

He  didn’t  like  to  tell  his  name. 

— Lydia  Maria  Child. 
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Read  this  story  to  yourself: 

THE  FOX  AND  THE  GRAPES 

A  fox  who  was  very  hungry  came  to  a  fine  grapevine. 
The  grapes  were  ripe,  but  they  hung  high  up  on  the 
vine.  The  fox  jumped  again  and  again,  but,  she  could 
not  reach  them.  At  last  she  gave  it  up  and  went  off 
saying:  “I  don’t  care:  they  are  sour  any way.” 

Think  the  story  to  yourself. 

Tell  it  to  the  class.  Be  sure  to  stop  at  the  end  of 
each  sentence. 

RIDDLES  FOR  YOU  TO  READ  AND  GUESS 

Flour  of  England,  fruit  of  Spain 
Met  together  in  a  shower  of  rain; 

Put  in  a  bag  tied  round  with  a  string: 

If  you  tell  me  this  riddle,  I’ll  give  you  a  ring. 

I  have  a  little  sister, 

Her  name  is  Pretty  Peep. 

She  wades  in  the  waters 
Deep,  deep,  deep! 

She  climbs  up  the  mountains 
High,  high,  high; 

My  poor  little  sister 
She  has  but  one  eye. 

You  can  make  riddles  for  the  others  to  guess.  Do 
it  in  this  way.  Say: 

“I  am  a  bother  to  the  farmer.  I  go  into  his  field. 
I  eat  his  crops.  I  am  small  and  fat.  I  live  in  a  hole. 
(A  gopher.) 

Make  riddles  about: 

birds  flowers  trees 

animals  children  things  to  eat 
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LEARN  TO  WRITE  PROPER  NAMES 

Names  of  people  and  places  are  written  with  capital 
letters : 

We  gave  Mary  an  apple. 

Mr.  Brown  lives  here. 

You  may  go  with  John. 

Canada  is  our  country. 

We  live  in  Toronto. 

1.  Find  ten  names  of  people  in  your  Reader  and 
write  them  down. 

2.  Make  a  sentence  about  three  of  the  towns  that 
you  know. 

3.  Write  a  sentence  about  the  three  people  whom 
you  like  best.  Write  the  names  carefully. 

4.  Write  three  sentences  telling  of  places  that  you 
would  like  to  visit. 

5.  Write  the  names  that  you  like  best  for  children. 
Make  a  little  story  about  each  one. 

TWO  POEMS  TO  LEARN 

PEACOCKS 

Peacocks  sweep  the  fairies’  rooms; 

They  use  their  folded  tails  for  brooms; 

But  fairy  dust  is  brighter  far 
Than  any  mortal  colors  are, 

And  all  about  their  tails  it  clings 
In  strange  designs  of  rounds  and  rings; 

And  that  is  why  they  strut  about 
And  proudly  spread  their  feathers  out. 

From  The  Fairy  Green.  — Rose  Fyi.eman. 
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SINGING-TIME 

I  wake  in  the  morning  early, 

And  always,  the  very  first  thing, 

I  poke  out  my  head,  and  I  sit  up  in  bed, 

And  I  sing  and  I  sing  and  I  sing. 

From  The  Fairy  Green.  —Rose  Fyleman. 


Which  one  of  these  poems  do  you  like  the  better? 
Learn  that  one  by  heart. 

Say  it  aloud  to  yourself. 

Keep  time  with  your  hand  as  you  say  it. 
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ESKIMO  CHILDREN 


These  are  Eskimo  children.  What  are  they  doing? 
Think  and  tell  two  things  about  each  of  them. 

You  may  ask  them  two  questions. 

Tell  what  they  were  saying  to  each  other. 

Write  their  names;  then  write  what  they  said. 
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Make  up  a  story  about  what  they  will  do  when  they 
have  finished  having  their  picture  taken. 

Tell  your  story  to  the  class. 

Let  the  best  story  be  written  on  the  blackboard. 

A  GAME  OF  PRETENDING 

Each  child  chooses  a  partner.  Pretend  that  you  and 
your  part  ner  are  two  horses  in  the  stable.  Make  up  a  con¬ 
versation  between  you.  Put  in  some  questions.  When 
you  have  made  up  the  speeches,  tell  them  to  the  class. 

Pretend  to  be: 

yourself  and  your  shadow 
a  fairy  and  an  elf 
Hansel  and  Gretel 
the  fox  and  the  crow 
Noah  and  Mrs.  Noah 
two  lambs  in  the  field 
a  rose  and  a  poor  weed 

A  STORY  TO  TELL 

THE  SHOES  THAT  WALKED  MOST 

The  shoemaker  sat  at  his  bench.  The  shoes  stood 
in  a  row  before  him.  “Which  shall  I  mend  first?” 
said  he.  “I  know.  I  shall  mend  the  shoes  that  have 
walked  most.”  Out  stepped  Baby’s  shoes.  ‘‘Do 
Baby’s  shoes  first,”  said  the  Left  Shoe.  The  shoe¬ 
maker  laughed.  “Baby  has  only  had  shoes  a  year; 
she  can’t  have  walked  very  far  yet.”  The  Right 
Shoe  spoke.  “Baby  never  sits  down  till  she  goes  to 
bed,”  said  the  Right  Shoe.  “Grown  up  folk  often  sit 
down  to  rest.”  “Well,  well,”  said  the  shoemaker, 
“I  shall  do  hers  first.”  And  he  put  a  neat  little  patch 
on  each  of  them. 
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Read  the  story  aloud  to  the  class.  Say  each  word 
carefully. 

Tell  the  story  to  your  baby. 

Tell  the  story  to  the  class.  Stop  at  the  end  of  each 
sentence. 

W rite  the  story  in  your  book. 

Now  that  you  write  stories,  you  must  learn  to  spell. 


Learn  to  spell 

these  words : 

the 

they 

run 

girl 

and 

them 

went 

baby 

are 

have 

bring 

mother 

you 

had 

boy 

father 

A  POEM  TO  LEARN 

THE  BEST  GAME  THE  FAIRIES  PLAY 

The  Best  Game  the  fairies  play, 

The  best  game  of  all, 

Is  sliding  down  steeples 

(You  know  they’re  very  tall) — 

You  fly  to  the  weathercock, 

And  when  you  hear  it  crow 
You  fold  your  wings  and  clutch  your  things 
And  then  let  go! 

From  Fairies  and  Chimneys.  '  — Rose  Fyleman. 

This  is  a  very  pretty  poem.  Learn  it  by  heart. 

Say  it  for  your  mother  to-night.  Stand  up  straight 
and  say  each  word  carefully. 

Choose  the  six  words  which  you  like  best  in  this 

poem. 

Write  a  sentence  using  each  of  the  words.  Tell 
something  interesting  in  each  of  your  sentences. 
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GIRL  WITH  CAT 
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LEARN  TO  THINK 


1.  Do  you  like  the  picture  on  the  opposite  page? 
Tell  why  you  like  it.  Give  a  name  to  the  girl  and  to 
the  cat.  Tell  what  each  is  thinking. 

2.  Think  of  and  tell  three  things  that  are  in: 

a  kitchen  a  dining-room 

a  pantry  a  living-room 

a  stable  a  garage 

3.  Think  of  and  tell  in  sentences  the  use  of: 

a  pond  a  rainbow 

the  sunset  a  garden 

the  stars  the  clouds 


4.  Remember,  and  tell  the  other  children  what  you 
did  when  you  went: 

to  town  to  the  circus 

to  church  to  the  farm 


5.  Let  each  child  think  of  and  tell  something  about 
the  Flag: 


its  colors 

what  the  colors  mean 
how  to  salute  it 


a  song  about  it 
a  story  about  it 
a  verse  about  it 


G.  Think  of  and  tell  three  things  that  each  of  these 
things  do;  remember  not  to  use  and: 

I  the  sun  steam  rivers 

the  rain  light  mountains 

the  wind  hail  the  sea 
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7.  Find  out  and  tell  the  class  how  these  birds  build 
their  nests;  each  child  may 'choose  the  bird  he  likes: 

a  robin  a  crow 

a  meadow-lark  a  sea-gull 

a  bluebird  a  woodpecker 

8.  Find  out  and  tell  the  class  what  kind  of  seeds: 

fly  through  the  air  explode 

float  through  the  air  attract  birds 

stick  to  things  glide  with  sails 


9.  Think  and  tell  how  to 
choose  one  to  tell  about : 


at  table 

when 

in  church 

when 

at  a  party 

when 

in  a  street-car 

when 

behave;  each  child  may 

meeting  a  lady 
talking  to  an  old  man 
mother  has  a  headache 
the  baby  is  asleep 


10.  Think  and  tell  how  to  be  healthful.  Choose 
one  of  these  things  to  tell  about  every  morning;  re¬ 
member  to  tell  in  sentences: 

how  many  hours  to  sleep  why  we  eat  fruit 
why  we  put  up  the  window  why  we  drink  milk 
how  to  clean  your  teeth  how  to  chew  food 
why  we  wash  before  eating  why  candy  is  bad  for  us 


how  often  to  take  a  bath 
why  we  play  outside 
why  we  do  not  eat  pie 

11.  This  is  very  interesting, 
class  what  to  do  when : 
you  cut  your  finger 
you  burn  yourself 
you  bump  your  head 
you  jam  your  finger 


how  to  breathe 
why  we  sing 
why  we  laugh 

Find  out  and  tell  the 


anyone  faints 
anyone  is  sick 
anyone  breaks  a  leg 
you  step  on  a  rusty  nail 
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12  Imagine  and  tell  three  things  that  you  would  do  if 
you  were : 

the  King  an  engine  driver 

a  brownie  a  lost  child 

When  you  tell  three-sentence  stories,  make  each 
sentence  do  its  own  share  of  the  work;  make: 

Sentence  1  tell  what  happened; 

Sentence  2  tell  the  exciting  part; 

Sentence  3  tell  what  happened  afterwards. 

13.  Tell  three-sentence  stories  about: 
your  doll  an  Eskimo  Santa  Claus 

your  dog  a  Squaw  Mother  Goose 

your  kitty  a  Chinaman  Daniel 

A  POEM 

Learn  this  poem  and  say  it  to  the  class;  pronounce 
the  first  and  last  letter  of  each  word  very  carefully: 

o,  dear  me! 

Here  are  crocuses,  white,  gold,  grey! 

“0,  dear  me!”  says  Marjorie  May; 

Flat  as  a  platter  the  blackberry  blows: 

“0,  dear  me!”  says  Madeline  Rose; 

The  leaves  are  fallen,  the  swallows  flown; 

“O,  dear  me!”  says  Humphrey  John; 

Snow  lies  thick  where  all  night  it  fell: 

“O,  dear  me!”  says  Emmanuel. 

— Walter  de  la  Mare. 

LOOK  AND  LISTEN 

Use  your  eyes  and  ears  busily  every  day,  so  that 
you  may  have  interesting  things  to  think  about  and 
to  tell  the  class. 
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1.  Study  the  picture  on  this  page  for  two  minutes; 
then,  put  it  away  and  write  a  sentence  about  each  of  the 
things  that  are  in  it.  Who  has  the  most  sentences? 

2.  Make  a  sound  like:  the  wind,  the  trees,  the 
brook,  the  wheat,  the  squirrel,  the  meadow-lark. 
Let  the  other  pupils  guess  what  you  are. 

3.  Let  one  child  hold  some  beans  or  chalk-ends  in 
his  closed  hand.  Each  of  the  others  may  have  one 
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look  and  then  tell  how  many  there  are.  The  one  who 
guesses  correctly  may  hold  them  the  next  time. 

4.  Let  one  child  stand  and  make  a  noise  like  a  cow, 
or  hen,  or  pig,  or  some  other  animal.  The  others  must 
guess  what  the  animal  is. 

5.  One  child  leaves  the  room .  The  others  move  a 
chair  or  book  or  some  other  object.  When  the  child 
comes  back,  he  tolls  what  has  been  moved. 
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6.  A  little  girl  stands  up  while  the  class  counts  five. 
Then  she  leaves  the  room.  The  others  tell  or  write 
down  all  the  colors  that  she  was  wearing. 

7.  A  picture  is  held  up  while  ten  is  counted.  Then 
the  children  write  down  the  names  of  all  the  things 
in  it. 

8.  Cut  some  pictures  from  a  newspaper.  Let  each 
child  cut  each  of  four  pictures  into  five  pieces,  mix 
them  up,  and  then  give  them  to  another  child  to  put 
together. 


TELLING  A  STORY 

1.  Read  this  story: 

MY  FATHER’S  STORY 

When  my  father  was  a  little  boy,  he  had  to  walk  a 
mile  to  school  every  day.  His  little  sister  went. with 
him.  They  had  to  go  through  the  green  woods  and 
down  a  long  white  road.  They  took  their  lunch  in  a 
little  straw  basket. 

One  day  they  set  out  early.  My  father  carried  the 
books,  and  his  sister  carried  the  basket  of  lunch.  They 
had  fresh  eggs,  brown  bread  and  honey,  and  a  piece  of 
gingerbread.  As  they  walked  through  the  green  woods, 
a  lively  little  squirrel  ran  along  and  chirped  at  them. 
He  jumped  from  tree  to  tree  and  seemed  to  be  making 
fun  of  them.  They  ran  after  him  as  fast  as  they  could. 
Several  times  they  almost  caught  him.  “Let  us  lay 
the  books  and  lunch  in  the  corner  of  the  fence,”  said 
my  father,  “then  we  shall  catch  him.”  They  chased 
the  gay  little  fellow  a  long  time,  but  could  not  get 
near  him.  “We  shall  be  late  for  school,”  said  little 
sister.  Just  then  they  heard  the  bell  ring  far  away. 

They  ran  to  the  fence  corner,  but  they  could  not  find 
the  basket.  They  heard  something  grunting.  There  be- 
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hind  a  bush  lay  a  fat  pig.  He  had  eaten  all  their  lunch 
and  was  lying  asleep  with  his  nose  through  the  bottom 
of  the  basket.  He  looked  so  funny  that  they  could 
not  help  laughing,  though  they  were  late  for  school 
and  had  no  lunch. 

Tell  this  story  to  your  father  to-night. 

2.  Ask  your  father  to  tell  you  something  that 
happened  to  him  when  he  was  little.  Think  carefully 
over  what  he  tells  you  so  that  you  may  tell  it  to  the 
class  in  a  three-sentence  story. 

3.  Tell  a  three-sentence  story  about  something  which 
happened  to  your  mother. 

4.  Make  up  a  three-sentence  story  about  something 
which  never  happened  to  anyone. 

5.  Read  the  following  story  to  yourself;  then  tell 
it  to  the  class  in  three  sentences. 

THU  DOG  AND  THE  SHADOW 

A  dog  was  once  crossing  a  small  bridge  with  a  piece 
of  meat  in  his  mouth.  He  looked  down  into  the  water 
and  saw  his  shadow.  He  thought  it  was  another  dog 
with  another  piece  of  meat.  He  was  a  greedy  dog  and 
wanted  both  pieces.  He  made  a  snatch  at  the  shadow 
meat.  His  own  fell  into  the  water  and  was  lost. 

A  GAME 
noah’s  ark 

Mr.  Noah  stands  at  the  door  of  his  Ark.  When 
you  have  thought  which  animal  you  will  be,  go  up  to 
him  and  say:  “I  am  a  very  large  animal.”  He  will 
ask  you  some  questions  as:  “Where  do  you  live?” 
“What  use  are  you?”  When  he  guesses  what  animal 
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you  are,  he  will  let  you  into  the  Ark.  When  you  are 
all  in,  sit  down  in  a  circle  and  each  tell  a  story  about 
what  you  did  when  you  were  an  animal.  Tell  first 
what  happened;  then  tell  the  exciting  part;  then  tell 
what  happened  in  the  end. 

LEARN  AS  MANY  NEW  WORDS  AS  YOU  CAN 


1.  Write  down  the  names  of  ten  things  seen  in  the 
picture  below.  How  many  new  words  have  you 
written?  Write  the  new  words  in  a  list  by  themselves. 


THE  TRAVOIS 


2.  Write  the  word  that  means  just  the  opposite  of 


each  word  given  below: 

good - 

—  bad 

easy  - 

pretty - 

wide  - 

careful  — 

heavy 

giant - 

true  — 

sharp - 

proud 

junior - 

arrive 

children  — 

rude  - 
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3.  Think  of  six  other  pairs  of  words  like  these. 

4.  What  do  these  words  mean:  unkind,  unhappy, 
untidy,  untrue?  What  do  you  think  un  means? 

5.  Write  six  more  words  beginning  with  un.  Be 

sure  that  they  all  mean  “not” - - — 

6.  A  young  cat  is  called  a  kitten.  What  do  we  call 
the  young  of  the  following  animals:  dog,  horse,  cow, 
hen,  bear,  sheep,  goat,  buffalo,  moose,  bird,  frog, 
coyote,  duck,  goose,  owl,  eagle,  deer? 

7.  What  name  is  given  to  the  flesh  of  these  animals 
when  it  is  used  as  meat:  cow,  calf,  sheep,  pig,  deer, 
hen? 

8.  The  dog  barks.  The  cat  mews. 

Write  sentences  like  the  ones  given,  telling  what 
sounds  these  animals  make:  rooster,  hen,  horse, 
donkey,  ox,  sheep,  lion,  pig,  angry  dog,  cow,  elephant, 
monkey,  mouse,  bear,  squirrel,  bee,  crow,  fox,  hawk, 
ducks,  wild  geese,  frog,  blue-fly,  sparrow,  snake,  owl, 
turkey,  wolf,  hound. 

9.  Your  home  is  called  a  house.  What  names  are 
given  to  the  homes  that  shelter  these  animals: 
horse,  coyote,  bird,  pig,  rabbit,  bee,  chicken,  tiger, 
dog? 

10.  What  do  we  call  a  man  or  woman  who  has  a 
store  where  these  things  are  made  or  sold:  bread; 
meat;  tea,  coffee,  and  sugar;  medicines;  men’s  hats; 
ladies’  hats;  gold  rings;  furs;  paper  and  pencils; 
saddles;  boots  and  shoes;  horse-shoes;  nails;  guns, 
clothing? 
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11.  Read  “Old  Mother  Hubbard ,”  or  ask  your  teacher 
to  read  it  to  the  class.  Write  the  names  of  all  the  places 
where  the  old  lady  went  to  buy  something  for  her  dog. 
Tell  what  she  bought  at  each  place. 

12.  NERO 

There  was  once  a  man  who  had  a  beautiful  New¬ 
foundland  dog  named  Nero.  Nero  was  a  very  clever 
dog.  He  would  go  and  get  anything  he  was  told  to 
get  and  bring  it  back  in  his  teeth. 

One  day  his  master,  who  had  some  visitors,  wished 
to  show  them  what  a  wonderful  dog  Nero  was.  So 
he  marked  a  fifty-cent  piece,  showed  it  to  Nero,  and 
put  it  under  a  stone  by  the  roadside.  After  they  had 
driven  on  two  or  three  miles,  the  master  let  Nero  out 
of  the  car  and  said,  “Nero,  go  and  get  the  money.” 
Nero  trotted  away,  but,  although  they  watched  for  him 
till  dark,  he  did  not  come  back.  His  master  was  very 
much  disappointed,  but  said,  “He  will  come  to-morrow.” 

Meantime,  Nero  was  following  the  coin.  When  he 
came  to  the  stone  under  which  his  master  had  placed 
it,  he  tried  to  turn  it  over,  but  he  could  not.  It  was 
too  large  for  him.  He  stood  there  and  barked.  By 
and  by  two  travellers  came  along.  “That  dog  has 
something  under  the  stone,”  said  one  of  them,  “let 
us  see  what  it  is.”  They  turned  over  the  stone,  and, 
seeing  the  money,  one  of  them  put  it  in  his  pocket. 
They  then  patted  the  dog  on  the  head  and  drove  off. 

Nero  followed  them  for  twenty  miles  and,  watching 
his  chance,  slipped  into  the  house  where  they  had  gone. 
It  was  now  late  at  night, and  all  were  in  bed;  but  Nero 
found  the  room  where  the  man  who  had  the  money  in 
his  pocket  slept  and,  taking  up  his  trousers  in  his 
mouth,  jumped  out  of  the  window  and  took  them  home 
to  his  master. 


— Adapted. 
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Read  this  story  and  mark  any  new  words.  Tell  the 
story;  tell  each  thing  that  happened.  If  you  like  it, 
make  a  play  and  act  it.  Think  and  write  down  what 
happened  first,  the  most  exciting  thing  which  happened, 
what  happened  in  the  end. 

APRIL 

All  the  world  is  out  in  leaf, 

Half  the  world  in  flower; 

Earth  has  waited  weeks  and  weeks 
For  this  special  hour; 

Faint  the  rainbow  comes  and  goes 
On  a  sunny  shower. 

—  Christina  G.  Rossetti. 


TWO  MORE  PLACES  TO  USE  CAPITAL  LETTERS 

Look  at  the  name  at  the  top  of  the  story  on  page 
61.  It  says:  “Nero.”  This  is  called  the  title.  A ll  stories 
have  titles  at  the  top.  When  you  write  a  story,  be 
sure  to  put  the  title  at  the  top.  The  more  important 
words  in  the  title  begin  with  capital  letters. 

Poems  have  titles,  too.  Remember  to  write  the 
title  with  a  capital  letter  for  each  of  the  more 
important  words.  Look  at  the  poem  called  April. 
How  does  each  line  begin?  When  you  write  little 
poems,  you  begin  each  line  with  a  capital  letter. 

1.  Find  all  the  titles  you  can  in  the  book  this  far. 

2.  Look  ahead  for  several  pages  and  see  if  you  can  find 
any  more  titles. 

3.  How  do  you  know  them  when  you  see  them? 

4.  Write  a  new  title  for  the  story  about  the  bird’s 
nest  on  page  45. 
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5.  Write  a  title  for  a  story  that  you  will  tell  to  the 
class. 

6.  Copy  a  poem  from  your  Reader.  Remember  to 
put  capital  letters  at  the  beginning  of  all  the  lines. 

7.  Write  down  the  little  poem  about  Miss  Muffet. 
With  what  kind  of  letters  will  you  begin  each  line? 

8.  Choose  the  poem  that  you  like  best  in  this  book. 
Write  it  down  very  neatly.  Remember  to  put  the  title 
at  the  beginning  and  to  put  capital  letters  at  the 
beginning  of  each  line. 

LEARN  TO  BREATHE  WELL 

Do  three  exercises,  three  times  each,  every  morning: 

1.  Keep  a  feather  in  the  air  while  you  count  twenty- 
five. 

2.  Sing  “doh”  while  you  count  “twenty-five.” 

3.  Say  “Miss  Muffet”  four  times  without  taking 
breath. 

4.  Swim  under  water  while  you  count  twenty-five. 

5.  Sing  down  and  up  the  scale  three  times  without 
taking  a  new  breath. 

6.  Hop  across  the  yard  and  back  without  opening 
your  lips. 

7.  Take  three  deep  breaths  every  time  you  go  out 
of  doors. 

SPEAK  CAREFULLY 

When  you  are  talking,  reading,  reciting,  or  speak¬ 
ing  to  the  class,  remember  to  pronounce  each  word 
distinctly. 
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1.  Say  each  of  these  words  over  three  times;  pronounce 
the  “wh”  carefully: 


where 

which 

whang 

when 

wheel 

whale 

what 

wheat 

whistle 

why 

white 

whether 

2.  Let  each  child  make  a  list  of  words  ending  in  “g” 
for  his  neighbor  to  pronounce. 

3.  Learn  these  sentences  and  repeat  them  carefully: 

Peter  Piper  picked  a  peck  of  pickled  peppers. 

The  Leith  police  dismisseth  us. 

Round  the  rugged  rocks  the  ragged  ruffian  ran. 

4.  Practise  pronouncing  these  words  carefully: 
asked,  poem,  because,  February,  was,  polite,  surprise. 

5.  Let  one  child  pronounce  a  short  sentence,  as: 
“What  did  you  say?”  Let  each  repeat  it  more  softly 
than  the  last,  like  an  echo. 

AN  ANIMAL  GAME 

The  class  sits  in  a  circle  with  a  leader  in  the  centre. 
The  leader  gives  to  each  child  the  name  of  some 
animal.  The  leader  turns  round  three  times  and 
points  to  a  child  who  must  stand  and  make  the  sound 
made  by  his  animal.  The  others  guess  what  animal  he 
is  imitating.  The  one  who  guesses  correctly  becomes 
the  leader. 

LEARN  TO  MAKE  A  VERSE  ALL  BY  YOURSELF 

Read  the  following  two  lines  of  poetry  aloud.  Beat 
time  with  your  hand  as  you  read  them. 
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Count  how  many  times  you  beat  with  your  hand 
when  you  read  the  first  line.  Count  how  many  you 
beat  for  the  second  line : 

How  doth  the  little  busy  bee 
Improve  each  shining  hour! 

The  first  line  has  four  beats.  The  second  line  has 
three  beats. 

Now  you  say  something  about  the  bee.  Say 
something  to  which  you  can  beat  just  four  times  as 
you  say  it.  Write  the  line  you  have  made  under  the 
other  two  lines. 

Say  something  about  the  bee  to  which  you  can  beat 
just  three  times  as  you  say  it.  Write  down  that  line. 

Now  you  have  made  a  Verse. 

Some  other  verses  to  finish: 

1.  Mary  had  a  little  pig; 

It  had  a  curly  tail, 

2.  Girls  and  boys  come  out  to  play 

3.  There  was  a  very  naughty  boy 

4.  I  had  a  little  cow ; 

Her  skin  was  soft  as  silk, 

5.  I  saw  three  robbers  passing  by, 

As  bold,  as  bold  could  be 

6.  I  saw  a  ship  a-sailing 

A  STORY  TO  TELL 

HIAWATHA 

Hiawatha  was  a  little  Indian  boy.  Iagoo  made  him 
a  bow  and  arrows.  “Now,  my  boy,  you  are  a  little 
hunter,”  said  Iagoo.  Hiawatha  walked  forth  into  the 
forest.  He  was  all  alone,  but  he  walked  proudly.  It 
was  a  beautiful  summer  day. 


66  LEARNING  TO  SPEAK  AND  WRITE 


“Do  not  shoot  me,  Hiawatha,”  sang  the  robin.  “Do 
not  shoot  me,  Hiawatha,”  chattered  the  busy  squirrel. 
“Do  not  shoot  me,  Hiawatha,”  whispered  the  timid 
rabbit. 

Hiawatha  walked  on  into  the  forest  till  he  came  to 
the  river.  He  hid  in  the  alder  bushes  beside  the  water. 
He  was  looking  for  big  game.  His  bow  was  in  his 
hand;  the  arrow,  on  the  cord. 

A  deer  came  down  the  pathway.  It  looked  and 
listened.  Hiawatha’s  heart  trembled  like  a  birch  leaf, 
but  he  kept  very  still.  The  deer  stopped  to  drink. 
Then  the  little  hunter  rose  up  on  his  knee.  He  aimed 
the  arrow  and  shot  the  deer  as  it  drank. 

That  night  Nokomis  cooked  the  deer,  and  they  had 
a  feast  in  Hiawatha’s  camp. 

Read  the  story  aloud  to  Daddy  to-night. 

Shut  your  eyes  and  think  it  to  yourself. 

Let  each  child  tell  one  thing  that  Hiawatha  did. 

Pretend  that  you  are  the  little  Indian  boy  and 
'play  the  story. 

Tell  the  story  to  your  little  sister. 

Write  down  three  things  that  Hiawatha  did. 
Remember  to  choose  the  three  most  important  things. 

LEARN  TO  WRITE  COMMANDS 

Commands  are  sentences.  They  tell  you  what  to 
do.  You  begin  them  with  a  capital  letter,  but  you 
end  them  with  an  exclamation  mark.  They  look 
like  this: 

Go  home  at  once! 

1.  Make  five  exclamation  marks. 

2.  Tell  your  dog  to  do  three  things. 
mark  at  the  end  of  each  sentence. 


Put  the  proper 
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3.  Think  of  something  for  each  child  to  do.  Write 
it  down  on  a  piece  of  paper.  Give  the  paper  to  the 
child.  Let  him  do  what  you  told  him. 

4.  A  GAME 

Let  one  child  write  a  command  upon  the  black¬ 
board.  Be  sure  to  put  the  capital  letter  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  the  proper  mark  at  the  end.  The  child  who 
first  reads  the  command  and  obeys  it  may  write  the 
next  one  on  the  board. 

5.  Put  the  proper  mark  at  the  end  of  each  of  these 
sentences: 

I  have  a  pet  rabbit 
Do  you  know  what  he  eats 
Will  you  feed  him  at  noon 
Give  him  this  cabbage 
Put  it  in  his  hutch 
He  likes  cabbage 

What  does  his  nose  do  when  he  eats 
Shut  the  door  or  he  will  run  away 

LEARN  TO  SAY  “THOSE  THINGS” 

This  morning  you  may  play  store.  Jack  may  be  the 
store-keeper.  He  will  put  on  a  white  apron  and  stand 
behind  the  counter.  He  has  all  sorts  of  things  for 
sale.  Each  child  may  come  and  buy  something;  each 
one  of  you  must  ask  the  store-keeper  a  question  as: 

How  much  are  those  red  apples? 

How  much  are  those  pens? 

How  much  are  those  marbles? 

How  much  are  those  hats? 

How  much  are  those  books? 
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SOME  INTERESTING  THINGS  TO  DO 

1.  Arrange  the  words  in  each  of  these  groups  in  the 
order  of  their  first  letters  (alphabetical  order) : 

crow,  doll,  axe,  elf,  bun 
(axe,  bun,  crow,  doll,  elf) 
gun,  fat,  hill,  eat,  day 
kill,  hat,  Jim,  in,  load 
no,  law,  moon,  mother,  pot 
pat,  old,  story,  ring,  quill 
Una,  trot,  veil,  under,  top 
zany,  vase,  you,  Xmas,  wink 

2.  Now  arrange  all  the  words  in  an  alphabetical 
list.  (When  there  are  two  words  which  begin  with 
the  same  letter,  arrange  them  in  order  of  the  second 
letters.) 

3.  For  correct  speech:  once  each  day,  recite  each  of 
these  sentences  five  times;  say  each  word  slowly  and 
distinctly: 

Give  me  a  piece,  please.  What  do  you  want? 
Let  me  hold  it.  How  do  you  do? 

I  don’t  know.  Did  you  like  it? 

4.  For  correct  writing:  once  each  day  write  these 
words,  first  in  a  list  and  then  in  sentences: 

two  once  piece  where 

used  often  raise  can’t 

wear  said  here  could 

5.  Learn  this  poem  by  heart: 

THE  WATCH 

Twenty,  forty,  sixty,  eighty, 

A  hundred  years  ago, 

All  through  the  night  with  lantern  bright 
The  Watch  trudged  to  and  fro. 
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And  little  boys  tucked  snug  abed 
Would  wake  from  dreams  to  hear — 

“Two  o’  the  morning  by  the  clock 
And  the  stars  a-shining  clear!” 

Or  when  across  the  chimney-tops 
Screamed  shrill  a  North-east  gale, 

A  faint  and  shaken  voice  would  shout: 

“Three!  and  a  storm  of  hail!” 

— Walter  de  la  Mare. 


Play  the  poem.  One  of  you  dress  up  and  be  the 
Watch.  The  others  pretend  that  they  are  in  bed. 
The  people  must  make  up  things  to  call  out  to  the 
Watch  as  he  goes  around.  He  must  answer. 

6.  The  children 


in  this  picture  are 
building  a  play¬ 
house.  Tell: 

(1)  Their  names. 

(2)  Where  they 
live. 

(3)  What  time  of 
year  it  is. 

(4)  Why  they  are 
building  a  play¬ 
house. 

(5)  How  they 
will  build  it. 

(6)  What  they 
will  play  in  it. 

7.  Tell  about:  a 
playhouse  that  you 
built;  a  playhouse 
that  you  wish  you 
had. 


THE  PLAYHOUSE 
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8.  Make  up  a  little  story  about  these  boys  and  girls 
and  what  happened  to  them  after  they  grew  up. 

Remember  to  put  a  title  at  the  beginning  of  your 
story. 

9.  Write  an  interesting  sentence  using  each  of  these 
groups : 

soldier  — - — - — —  sword  hawk - chickens 

canoe - Indian  desert - sand 

stars  — - — — — •  twinkled  bullets - shower 

bear - mountains  boy - whistle 

fisherman  — — - —  sailed  vacation - swing 

10.  Read  the  following  story;  tell  it  to  the  class  as  a 
three-sentence  story : 

THE  FROG  AND  THE  OX 

Once  upon  a  time  a  frog  spied  an  ox  in  a  field.  She 
wished  very  much  that  she  were  as  large  as  the  ox. 
So  she  puffed  herself  out  as  large  as  she  could.  Then 
she  asked  her  children  if  she  were  as  large  as  the  ox 
now.  The  children  said,  “No.”  She  puffed  herself 
again  and  again.  Still  the  children  said  she  was  not 
as  large  as  the  ox.  At  last  she  gave  a  great  puff 
and  burst  her  body  on  the  spot. 

11.  Read  the  following  story  through  twice: 

THE  LITTLE  SYRIAN  MAID 

The  little  maid  was  a  slave.  Her  father  and  mother 
had  been  killed  in  the  war,  and  the  soldiers  took  her 
away  with  them.  They  gave  her  to  the  Captain’s 
wife  to  be  her  little  servant.  At  first  the  little  maid 
was  afraid,  but  the  Captain’s  wife  was  good  to  her. 
She  did  all  that  she  was  told  and  was  soon  happy 
again. 

The  Captain  was  a  leper.  Leprosy  is  a  terrible  sick¬ 
ness.  The  Captain’s  skin  was  covered  with  sores.  No 
one  in  that  country  knew  how  to  cure  him. 
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When  the  little  maid  saw  him,  she  said  to  her  mistress, 
“If  the  Captain  would  go  to  my  country,  there  is  a 
good  man  there  who  could  cure  him  of  his  sickness. 
His  name  is  Elisha,  and  he  is  so  good  that  God  lets 
him  cure  all  the  sick  people  who  go  to  him.” 

When  the  Captain  heard  what  the  little  maid  had 
said,  he  had  his  horses  hitched  at  once  and  set  off  with 
his  servants  to  find  Elisha.  They  drove  a  long  way. 
At  last  they  came  to  the  little  house  where  Elisha  lived. 
The  Captain  sent  in  to  ask  if  the  good  man  would 
come  out  and  heal  him. 

Elisha  did  not  come  out,  but  sent  word  that  the 
Captain  should  go  down  to  the  river  Jordan  and  wash 
himself  seven  times.  The  Captain  was  angry 
because  Elisha  did  not  come  out  to  see  him,  but  after 
a  while  he  went  to  the  Jordan  and  dipped  himself  in 
the  water  seven  times.  “And  his  flesh  came  again 
•unto  him  as  it  were  the  flesh  of  a  little  child,  and  he 
was  clean.” 

— Adapted  from  The  Bible:  II  Kings  5. 


Think  whom  the  story  tells  about. 

Think  what  happened. 

Why  was  the  Captain  angry? 

Learn  the  last  sentence  by  heart. 

Tell  the  story  to  the  class. 

LEARN  TO  SAY  “I  HAVEN’T  ANY”  OR  “I  HAVE  NO” 

THE  BEGGAR 

In  this  game  one  child  is  the  beggar.  While  he  is 
out  of  the  room,  we  think  about  something  good  to  eat. 
We  must  all  think  of  the  same  thing.  When  the 
beggar  comes  in,  he  goes  from  door  to  door  asking  for 
something  to  eat.  He  may  rap  at  your  door,  that  is, 
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your  desk,  with  his  stick  and  say,  "Please  give  me 
some  bread.”  You  answer,  “I  haven’t  any  bread,”  or 
“I  have  no  bread.”  If  he  asks  you  for  the  thing  about 
which  we  thought,  you  must  be  the  beggar. 


SENTENCE  PRACTICE 

1.  Write  where  you  saiv  these  things: 

Helen  and  I  saw  a  bear  in - . 

Harry  went  to - - — —  and  saw  an  elephant. 

We  saw  the  policeman  at  — - - . 


You  will  see 

colored  windows  m 

A  • 

Dorothy  saw  Santa  Claus  in  - 

f 

Did  you  see 

daffodils  in - 

? 

Tell  what  you  did  with  each  of  these  things: 

the  apple 

the  baby 

the  cow 

the  book 

the  hoop 

the  ball 

the  wood 

the  top 

the  string 

the  basket 

the  pencil 

the  doll 

Write  a  sentence  using  each  of  these  words  correctly 

to 

by  well 

into 

at 

for  with 

before 

in 

but  across 

after 

A  VERY  PRETTY  POEM 

Dancing  on  the  hill-tops, 

Singing  in  the  valleys, 

Laughing  with  the  echoes, 

Merry  little  Alice. 

— Christina  G.  Rossetti. 

Learn  this  little  poem. 

Copy  it  into  your  book. 
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“DID”  AND  “DONE” 

Did  walks  alone,  but  Done  always  takes  one  of 
her  children  with  her.  Her  children  are  has,  have, 
had.  We  say: 

{He  has  done  it. 

I  have  done  it. 

She  had  done  it. 

Put  the  right  word  in  the  empty  places: 

I - my  work. 

Have  you - your  writing? 

Jimmy  has  — - his  work. 

Miss  Muffet - two  pictures  for  us. 


We  have 


the  milking. 


READY  FOR  A  RIDE 


This  is  Eleanor  and  her  dog  "Pat.”  Where  are  they 
going?  What  are  they  going  to  do?  Make  up  a  story 
about  Eleanor.  Make  up  another  about  "Pat”. 
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ORAL  EXERCISES 


1.  Memorize  this  poem  and  recite  it  to  your  mother 
on  Sunday  morning;  say  each  of  the  beautiful  words 
carefully : 

THE  EAST  WIND 


Young  and  beautiful  was  Wabun; 

He  it  was  who  brought  the  morning, 

He  it  was  whose  silver  arrows 
Chased  the  dark  o’er  hill  and  valley; 

He  it  was  whose  cheeks  were  painted 
With  the  brightest  streaks  of  crimson, 

And  whose  voice  awoke  the  village, 
Called  the  deer  and  called  the  hunter. 

— Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow. 


2.  In  three-sentence  stories  tell  how  to  make: 

soap  bubbles  a  little  book  for  words 

a  whistle  a  dandelion  chain 

a  dolly’s  apron  a  swing 

3.  Make  a  play  and  act: 

The  Fox  and  the  Crow 

The  Shoemaker  and  the  Elves 

The  House  in  the  Woods 

Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs 

Hansel  and  Gretel 


4.  Choose  one  of  the  following  stories  to  be  your  own 
story;  tell  it  over  often  so  that  you  know  it  very  well; 
be  careful  to  speak  so  that  everyone  can  hear  you; 
and  stop  at  the  end  of  each  sentence: 


The  Fox  and  the  Grapes 
The  Dog  in  the  Manger 
The  Little  Syrian  Maid 
How  the  Elephant  got  his 
Trunk 


How  Jesus  was  born  in 
the  Manger 
Dust  under  the  Rug 
How  the  Whale  got  his 
Throat 
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5.  THE  JACKDAW 

A  conceited  jackdaw  found  some  beautiful  peacock 
feathers.  He  stuck  them  in  his  own  tail  and  began 
strutting  proudly  about.  He  would  not  look  at  his 
own  friends,  but  went  to  live  among  the  peacocks. 
When  they  saw  him,  they  were  angry  with  him  for 
wearing  their  feathers.  They  tore  all  his  own  feathers 
from  his  back  and  drove  him  out  of  their  yard.  The 
poor  thing  then  went  back  to  his  jackdaw  relations. 
But  they  would  not  have  him  either.  He  had  to  find 
a  place  to  live  all  by  himself. 

Read  this  story  to  yourself.  Then  read  it  aloud. 

Tell  it  to  Daddy  this  evening. 

If  you  like  it,  play  it. 

6.  Memorize  and  recite  this  poem: 

THE  ISLAND 

I  know  an  island  in  a  lake, 

Green  upon  the  waters  gray: 

It  has  a  strange  enchanted  air; 

I  hear  the  fairies  singing  there 
When  I  go  by  that  way. 

One  night,  one  summer  night,  I  know 
Suddenly  I  shall  wake, 

And  very  softly  hasten  down 

And  out  beyond  the  sleeping  town 
To  find  my  fairy  lake. 

THINGS  TO  WRITE  ABOUT 

1.  Write  three  things  that  you  know  about:  your 
school,  your  country,  a  city  you  have  seen,  a  country 
across  the  sea,  your  town,  a  public  park,  your  teacher, 
minister,  doctor  (use  the  proper  name). 
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2.  Write  a  little  story  beginning  “Once  upon  a  time,” 
about:  a  giant,  a  lame  man,  the  man  in  the  moon. 

3.  “ Billy  and  Betty  lived  by  the  sea.”  In  two  more 
sentences  tell  what  they  did. 

4.  Tell  when,  where,  and  why:  you  lost  your  pencil, 
you  went  paddling,  you  laughed  out  loud,  you  ate 
too  much  candy,  you  rode  on  the  train. 

5.  Look  at  a  picture:  write  three  sentences  about 
the  most  important  thing  in  the  picture;  write  one 
sentence  about  each  of  the  other  things. 

6.  Make  a  riddle  by  writing  three  sentences  about 
some  object  or  animal,  as:  I  have  large  eyes;  I  can 
see  in  the  dark;  I  sleep  in  the  daytime  (an  owl). 

7.  Tell  three  things  about  each  of  the  authors  you 
know,  as;  Mother  Goose,  Grimm,  Stevenson,  etc. 
Write  the  proper  names  correctly. 

8.  Write  a  story  beginning: 

As  I  went  down  the  road - ,  or 

One  morning  very  early  — - — - ,  or 

As  I  walked  through  the  woods - . 

9.  Write  down  what  the  Elfman  said  (The  Elfman); 
Tiny  Bear  said  (Silver-locks);  the  Boy  who  cried 
“Wolf”  said. 


WHEN  WE  SAY  “WERE” 

We  say  was  when  we  speak  of  one  person  and  were 
when  we  speak  of  more  than  one.  How  many  people 
are  we  speaking  of  in  each  of  these  sentences?  Fill  in 
the  space  with  the  word  that  fits. 

- was  a  very  large  man. 
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- were  running  down  the  road. 

- was  singing  to  itself. 

- were  eating  bread  and  milk. 

- were  playing  tag. 

THE  WATERFALL 

Tinkle,  tinkle! 

Listen  well! 

Like  a  fairy  silver  bell 
In  the  distance  ringing, 

Lightly  swinging 
In  the  air; 

’Tis  the  water  in  the  dell 
Where  the  elfin  minstrels  dwell, 

Falling  in  a  rainbow  sprinkle, 

Dropping  stars  that  brightly  twinkle, 

Bright  and  fair, 

On  the  darkling  pool  below, 

Making  music  so; 

’Tis  the  water  elves  who  play 
On  their  lutes  of  spray. 

Tinkle,  tinkle! 

Like  a  fairy  silver  bell; 

Like  a  pebble  in  a  shell; 

Tinkle,  tinkle! 

Listen  well! 

— Frank  Dempster  Sherman. 

Learn  this  poem  by  heart. 

Learn  to  say  it  quickly.  Make  it  sound  like  the 
water. 

Copy  it  into  your  note-book.  Remember  to  begin 
each  line  with  a  capital  letter. 
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SOME  HARD  THINGS  TO  DO 

1.  Write  an  interesting  three-sentence  story  about  each 
of  the  following:  a  bear,  a  hammock,  a  bonfire,  a  little 
colt,  a  calf  drinking,  an  aeroplane,  a  quarrel,  a  slice  of 
bread  and  jam,  a  rabbit,  a  baby. 

2.  Think  of  some  poem  you  have  memorized.  Write 
down  in  your  own  words  what  it  says. 

3.  Make  sentences  using  these  titles:  Mr.,  Mrs., 
Miss,  Dr.,  Reverend,  Captain,  Your  Majesty,  My 
Lord,  Sir,  Governor. 

4.  Complete  these  sentences  using  was  or  were  correctly : 

I - wrong.  The  fairies - dancing. 

We - wrong.  Jack  and  Jill - climbing. 

He  — - -  late.  The  mist - rising. 

They - late.  What - you  doing. 

The  sea - rough.  The  boys — - —playing. 

5.  Write  three  things  about:  (a)  a  place  where  you 
have  been  that  the  others  have  not  seen,  ( b )  a  place 
that  you  all  know  (without  naming  it).  Let  the 
class  guess  the  name. 

G.  Write  down  your  memory  verse  without  looking  at 
the  book.  Put  in  all  the  capital  letters  and  set  the  lines 
in  order. 

7.  Tell  three  things  said  in  one  of  your  memory  verses. 

LEARN  TO  WRITE  LETTERS 

This  is  the  way  to  write  a  letter: 

Dear  Mother, 

I  said  my  verse  well  to-dav. 


Mary. 
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1 .  Copy  this  letter  into  your  book. 

2.  Write  another  just  like  it,  but  use  a  different 
sentence. 

3.  Think  of  three  interesting  things  to  tell  your 
mother.  Write  them  to  her  in  a  letter. 

4.  Write  a  letter  to: 

your  daddy  Santa  Claus 

your  brother  a  child  who  is  sick 

the  teacher  your  auntie 

5.  Answer  these  letters: 

Dear  Mother, 

Will  you  come  to  our  school  party  on  Friday? 
I  am  going  to  sing  a  song  all  by  myself. 

Mary. 

Dear  Bob, 

There  is  a  family  of  puppies  in  our  barn.  Would 
you  like  me  to  keep  one  of  them  for  you? 

Your  loving  uncle, 

Jack. 

Dear  Ethel, 

Do  you  know  any  poor  little  boys  or  girls  who 
may  not  have  a  very  happy  Christmas?  Tell  me  their 
names  and  I  shall  see  what  I  can  do  for  them. 

Santa  Claus. 


Dear  Jim, 

What  would  you  like  to  have  for  Christmas? 

Don’t  ask  for  too  much,  because  I  must  visit  many 

poor  children  this  year.  ,  .  , 

^  Your  old  friend, 

Santa  Claus. 


MADAME  LEBRUN  AND  HER  DAUGHTER 


— Lehru  n 
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LEARN  TO  THINK 

1.  Think  three  things  about  the  two  people  in  the 
picture  on  the  opposite  page.  Make  a  sentence  about 
each  of  them  putting  into  it  the  three  things  that  you 
thought. 

2.  Think  and  tell  three  things  that  you  like  about  the 
picture. 

3.  Why  has  the  little  girl  run  to  her  mother?  Tell 
a  three-sentence  story  about  the  picture. 

LEARN  TO  THINK  A  GROUP  OF  THOUGHTS 


1.  Tell  three  uses  of: 


the  smell  of  smoke 

a  laugh 

money 

going  to  bed  early 

a  bath 

a  dog 

a  bitter  taste 

wheat 

milk 

travelling 

an  axe 

teeth 

the  truth 

a  bed 

books 

the  moon 

nerves 

snow 

Think  and  tell  five 

things  about: 

an  angry  person 

a  horse 

a  cloud 

an  apple  tree 

a  tune 

the  sea 

the  noise  of  water 

a  baby 

a  poem 

a  sunflower 

the  sun 

a  mule 

early  morning 

an  angel 

a  fairy 

the  springtime 

an  Italian 

a  storm 

a  gooseberry 

a  canoe 

a  rose 

a  very  old  person 

a  singer 

SI 

a  forest 
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3.  Think  and  tell  three  ways  in  which:  a  house  is 
like  a  barn,  sugar  like  salt,  a  baby  like  a  man,  hail  like 
snow,  crying  like  laughing,  water  like  milk,  talking 
like  walking,  summer  like  winter,  a  tomato  like  a 
peach,  a  tent  like  a  tree. 

4.  Think  and  tell  three  ways  in  which  each  of  the 
things  in  Exercise  3  is  unlike  each  of  the  others. 

5.  Classify: 

the  birds  that  you  know  as  land  and  water 

the  animals  as  useful  or  useless 

the  countries  as  warm  or  cold 

the  sounds  as  sweet  or  harsh 

the  people  that  you  know  as  quiet  or  gay 

the  plants  as  useful  or  beautiful 

the  books  that  you  know  as  interesting  or  dry 

the  games  as  for  body  or  mind 

articles  of  food  as  nourishing  or  indigestible 


6.  Give  the  opposite  of  each  of  these;  e.g.,  a  cold 


day — a  warm  night: 

a  sweet  song 
a  strong  man 
a  large  house 
a  bad  boy 
a  black  calf 
a  loud  shout 


a  pretty  girl 
a  truthful  child 
a  kind  woman 
an  amusing  game 
a  hard  fight 
a  bitter  hatred 


7.  Think  and  write  down  five  things  that  : 


worry  you 
you  believe 
you  dream  about 
you  are  afraid  of 


you  dislike  to  do 

you  find  easy  to  do 

you  find  hard  to  do 

von  are  superstitious  about 
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8.  Tell  what  you  admire  most  about: 

a  clog  a  horse  a  lion  a  camel 

a  gun  a  candy  a  book  music 

9.  Make  a  list  of  ten  things  that  you  dislike.  Think, 
and  in  a  sentence  tell,  what  you  dislike  about  them. 

10.  Define  (look  up  define  in  the  dictionary): 

a  door  cream  dew  salt 

a  knife  a  kettle  tears  pain 

11.  Name  three  sounds  that  are  made  by  each  of 
these : 

the  sea  a  horse  a  man  a  brook 

the  wind  leaves  a  baby  a  cat 

Describe  each  sound  in  a  sentence. 

12.  Tell  ten  different  things  that  can  be  made  from 
each  of  these  things: 

glass  ivory  apples  fat  tin 

skin  fur  hair  clay  paper 

an  empty  spool  a  flour  sack  wool 

13.  Think  of  five  things  that  you  can  do  to  help  each  of 
these  people:  your  mother,  father,  baby,  teacher,  sister, 
brother,  chum,  the  postmaster,  the  policeman,  the 
government,  the  garbage  man,  Grandma. 

THE  PIED  PIPER 

Read  the  story  in  the  Reader. 

Tell  what  the  Piper  looked  like. 

Play  the  story  in  three  scenes:  The  Council  Meeting, 
The  Broken  Bargain,  Piping  out  the  Children. 

Write  the  story  in  six  sentences. 

Memorize  these  verses;  when  you  recite  them,  pro¬ 
nounce  each  word  carefully: 
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THE  PIPER 

Into  the  street  the  Piper  stept, 

Smiling  first  a  little  smile, 

As  if  he  knew  what  magic  slept 
In  his  quiet  pipe  the  while. 

And  out  of  the  houses  the  rats  came  tumbling, 

Great  rats,  small  rats,  lean  rats,  brawny  rats, 
Brown  rats,  black  rats,  grey  rats,  tqiwnv  rats, 
Grave  old  plovers,  gay  young  friskers, 

Fathers,  mothers,  uncles,  cousins, 

Brothers,  sisters,  husbands,  wives — 

Followed  the  Piper  for  their  lives. 

Once  more  he  stept  into  the  street 
And  to  his  lips  again 

Laid  his  long  pipe  of  smooth  straight  cane; 

And  ere  he  blew  three  notes — 

Out  came  the  children  running. 

All  the  little  boys  and  girls 
With  rosy  cheeks  and  flaxen  curls, 

And  sparkling  eyes  and  teeth  like  pearls, 

Tripping  and  skipping,  ran  merrily  after 

The  wonderful  music  with  shouting  and  laughter. 

— Robert  Browning*. 


A  SHORT  WAY  OF  WRITING  WORDS 

You  may  say: 

I  cannot  eat  candy. 
or 

I  can’t  eat  candy. 

“Cannot”  and  “Can’t”  have  the  same  meaning. 
What  letters  are  left  out  of  “can’t”?  What  mark  is 
put  in  place  of  them?  This  mark  (’)  is  called  an 
apostrophe. 


THE  PIED  PIPER  OF  HAMELIN 


— Kaulbach 
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WRITTEN  EXERCISES 

1.  Find  six  words  that  may  be  written  with  an  apos¬ 
trophe.  Use  those  words  in  sentences. 

2.  Put  in  was  when  we  speak  of  one  person  and 
were  when  we  speak  of  more  than  one  in  these 
sentences : 

Ted - taking  a  paper  to  the  door.  He - 

afraid  of  the  dogs.  They  — -  big  black  dogs,  and 

they - barking  when  Ted - ringing  the 

bell.  He -  glad  when  Mr.  Croft  came.  Mr. 

Croft  said  they - not  cross  dogs,  but  Ted - 

happier  after  they - called  in. 

3.  Write  three-sentence  stories  about  each  of  these 

people:  Puss-in-Boots,  Robin  Hood,  John  Gilpin, 

Noah  in  the  Ark,  The  Pied  Piper. 

% 

4.  THE  THRIFT  CAMPAIGN 

Make  a  list  of: 

ten  things  that  you  see  about  school  broken 
ten  things  worn  shabby 
twenty  things  that  you  see  wasted 
twenty  things  that  you  see  well  used 
ten  things  that  we  could  save  in  school 
ten  things  that  we  could  make  for  our  school 
ten  things  that  we  could  make  look  nice  and  fresh 
ten  things  that  you  can  make  with:  your  knife, 
needle,  scissors,  paper,  pencil,  colors,  paste. 

BREATHING 

Do  these  exercises  every  day: 

1 .  Lift  your  chest.  Fill  your  lungs  with  air.  Let  it 
go  slowly  through  your  nose. 
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2.  Put  your  hands  on  your  waist  in  front.  With 
the  muscles  at  your  waist  push  them  out  and  in. 
Breathe  out  and  in  while  you  do  it. 

3.  Take  a  deep  breath  and  hum  softly  as  you  exhale. 

4.  Take  a  full  breath  and  say  three  nursery  rhymes 
before  you  take  another  breath. 

5.  Never  forget  to  take  a  deep  breath  as  soon  as  you 
go  out  of  doors. 


SPEAKING  CLEARLY 

Do  the  first  two  every  day: 

1.  Open  your  mouth  to  the  width  of  two  fingers  and 
close  it  slowly.  Open  and  close  ten  times. 

2.  Repeat  “doo-dce”  ten  times,  making  your  lips 
round  and  narrow  in  turn. 

3.  Pronounce  these  words  with  a  broad  “a”:  calm, 
calf,  half,  laugh.  Find  twenty  words  with  a  broad  “a”. 

4.  Memorize  and  recite  these  beautiful  sentences; 
pronounce  every  sound  carefully: 

“Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,  that  the  King  of 
Glory  may  come  in.” 

“0,  east  is  east  and  west  is  west,  and  never  the  twain 
shall  meet.” 

“And  over  them  the  sea-wind  sang,  shrill,  chill,  with 
flakes  of  foam.” 

“Four  gray  walls,  and  four  gray  towers, 

Overlook  a  space  of  flowers, 

And  the  silent  isle  embowers 
The  Lady  of  Shalott.” 
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LEARNING  NEW  WORDS 


Learn  this  poem: 


TARTARY 


If  I  were  Lord  of  Tartary 
Myself  and  me  alone, 

My  bed  should  be  of  ivory, 

Of  beaten  gold  my  throne; 

And  in  my  court  would  peacocks  flaunt, 

And  in  my  forests  tigers  haunt, 

And  in  my  pools  great  fishes  slant 
Their  fins  athwart  the  sun. 

If  I  were  Lord  of  Tartary, 

I’d  wear  a  robe  of  beads, 

White,  and  gold,  and  green,  they’d  be — - 
And  clustered  thick  as  seeds; 

And  ere  should  wane  the  morning-star, 

I’d  don  my  robe  and  scimitar, 

And  zebras  seven  should  draw  my  car 
Through  Tartary’s  dark  glades. 

Do  one  Vocabulary  Exercise  each  day. 

Boys  and  girls  have  now  a  great  many  more  ideas 
and  thoughts  than  they  had  when  in  the  primary 
grades.  You  must  learn  many  new  words  this  year, 
in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to  speak  your  thoughts. 

1.  Look  up  the  meanings  of  these  words: 


minstrel 

deck 


single-stick 

haunted 


orphan 

clue 


myth 

vision 

studio 

vigil 


mystery 

scabbard 


2.  Use  each  word  in  Exercise  1  in  a  sentence. 
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3.  Find  a  quotation  using  each  of  the  words  in  Ex¬ 
ercise  1. 

4.  Make  sentences  to  illustrate  the  meaning  of  each 
of  these  words: 


balcony 

poignard 

exploit 

shekel 

garrison 

yeoman 

hoary 

perish 

delicate 

forecastle 

dial 

stalwart 

scourge 

antlers 

spitfire 

gallant 

azure 

delicious 

turn-pike  civil 

5.  Each  of  these  words  means  one 

thing — write  the 

corresponding  word  which  means  more 

than  one: 

house 

ox 

game 

lady 

bird 

pack 

friend 

tooth 

pie 

sheep 

butter 

baby 

flock 

cry 

pencil 

knife 

rubber 

goose 

country 

song 

wharf 

man 

handle 

deer 

horse 

ink 

cake 

6.  Some  of  these  words  mean  male — others  female; 
fill  in  the  opposite  in  each  case: 


mother 

earl 

gander 

traitor 

uncle 

he-goat 

duchess 

horse 

man 

ram 

lion 

count 

cow 

deer 

fox 

Jenny  Wren 

prince 

boy 

hunter 

knight 

,lady 

maid-servant 

giant 

king 

7.  Write  down: 

(a)  Fifteen  names  of  birds. 

( b )  Names  of  all  the  countries  that  you  know. 

(c)  All  the  articles  in  the  kitchen. 
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(d)  All  the  things  on  the  table  at  meals. 

(e)  Names  of  ten  books  that  you  have  read. 

(/)  Ten  vegetables,  twenty  fruits,  six  grains. 

(g)  Thirty  colors,  ten  famous  people,  ten  relations. 

( h )  All  the  parts  of  a  house,  a  car,  a  cow. 

00  The  twenty  greatest  cities  that  you  know. 


8.  Give  any  three  words  which  would  suitably 
describe  each  of  these: 


an  accident 
a  lady 
a  storm 
a  cake 
a  horse 
a  sunset 


a  field  of  wheat 
a  boy 

your  teacher 
your  chum 
the  preacher 
the  school 


a  fire 
a  party 
a  picture  show 
a  game 
a  story 
a  dog 


9.  Read  this  story  through  carefully: 


BEOWULF  AND  THE  DRAGON 

Hrothgar,  king  of  the  Danes,  built  a  great  Mead  Hall 
which  was  covered  with  gold  and  crowned  with  the 
horns  of  a  stag.  He  called  it  Hart  Hall,  and  invited  all 
his  thegns  to  feast  with  him  there.  As  the  warriors 
wassailed,  as  the  minstrels  sang  to  the  harp,  Grendal, 
a  horrible  dragon,  crept  into  the  hall.  He  waited  till 
they  were  all  asleep  and  then  killed  thirty  thegns. 
For  twelve  long  years,  whenever  Hrothgar  held  a  feast 
in  his  hall,  Grendal  came  and  killed  his  thegns. 

Then  a  minstrel  told  Beowulf  of  the  dragon.  “I 
will  go  and  kill  this  monster,”  thought  Beowulf,  who 
was  very  brave  and  longed  for  glory.  He  asked  which 
of  his  friends  would  go  with  him,  and  fourteen  of  them 
volunteered.  They  journeyed  to  Hart  Hall  and  told 
Hrothgar  what  they  had  come  to  do.  The  old  king 
was  very  glad  and  promised  them  great  rewards. 

That  night  they  feasted  in  the  Hall.  When  all  the 
others  had  retired  to  sleep,  Beowulf  kept  watch  with 
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his  fourteen  companions.  Soon  came  the  dragon 
creeping,  creeping.  Softly  he  seized  the  nearest  knight 
and  ate  him  up  bit  by  bit.  Beowulf  sprang  at  him  and 
tore  his  arm  from  its  socket.  Roaring,  the  baleful 
fiend  fled  off  to  his  home  in  the  sea  and  died. 

Rich  presents  were  given  Beowulf  and  his  knights, 
rings  and  a  collar  of  gold,  and  noble  horses  all  in 
armor.  The  lovely  queen  herself  poured  out  the 
mead  for  them.  Long  they  feasted  in  safety. 

Mark  in  the  story  all  the  words  the  meanings  of 
which  you  do  not  know.  Look  them  up  in  the  dic¬ 
tionary  and  learn  to  pronounce  them. 

Practise  the  story  at  home  and  read  it  aloud  to  the 
class. 

There  is  another  story  about  Beowulf.  It  tells  what 
happened  to  him  afterwards.  Find  that  story  and  read 
it  also. 

Write  sentences  using  the  new  words  that  you  have 
learned. 

ANOTHER  WAY  TO  USE  THE  APOSTROPHE 

Study  these  sentences: 

Mary’s  dress  is  red.  The  baby’s  tooth  is  through. 

We  ate  Jim’s  candy.  Goat’s  milk  is  good. 

See  Daddy’s  car!  Do  not  pull  the  cat’s  tail. 

1.  Underline  the  part  of  each  sentence  which  shows 
that  the  dress  belonged  to  Mary,  the  candy  to  Jim,  the 
tail  to  the  cat,  etc. 

2.  What  do  we  call  the  mark  that  we  use  to  show 
when  things  belong  to  people?  An  apostrophe. 

3.  What  else  do  we  use  this  mark  for?  (Look  on 
page  84).  We  put  an  apostrophe  and  “s”  at  the 
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end  of  the  person’s  name  when  we  wish  to  show  that 
something  belongs  to  him.  If  his  name  ends  in 
‘V’  we  put  the  apostrophe  alone,  because  “the 
Simmons  house  ’  sounds  better  when  you  say  it  than 
“the  Simmons’s  house.” 


4.  Write  sentences  which  show  what  belongs  to: 
your  mother,  father,  baby,  friend,  teacher,  chum, 

uncle,  cousin. 


6.  Find  ten  sen¬ 
tences  in  your  story¬ 
book  in  which  apos¬ 
trophe  and  “s”  are 
used  to  show  what 
belongs  to  people. 


MORE  VOCABULARY  EXERCISES 


1 .  Give  the  opposite  of  each  of  these  won 
bright  silly  hide 

clever  sunny  friend 

slow  thin  palace 


hel 
1  ea 


5.  Write  sentences 
to  show  what  belong¬ 
ed  t  o :  J ane,  T ommy , 
Harold,  Airs.  Brown, 
The  Buggies,  Susan, 
Max,  Lloyd  George. 


TIIR  BABY  BRA II 


7.  Write  sentences 
(using  an  apostrophe 
in  each)  about: 
the  girl  the  school 

the  bear  the  town 


run 
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true 

close  angel 

lady 

brave 

encourage  tell 

blessing 

slender 

believe  large 

do 

2.  What  sound  is  made  by  these  things;  answer  in 
a  single  word: 

the  wind 

a  step  on  the  frozen  snow 

a  silk  skirt 

the  brook 

a  step  in  dry  leaves 

a  lion 

the  cow 

a  train  whistle 

a  pig 

the  kitten 

the  sea  in  a  storm 

a  waggon 

a  drum 

Mother  beating  a  cake 

a  motor 

a  bell 

sleeping  with  mouth  open 

a  gun 

a  dog 

pans  falling  down  stairs 

an  organ 

the  trees 

a  glass  breaking  on  stone 

a  horse 

a  sheep 

a  tiny  baby  crying 

a  rooster? 

3.  Replace  the  italicized  words  by  a  single  word  or 
two  giving  the  same  meaning,  as:  The  dog  made 
a  great  noise. — The  dog  barked.  Jack  and  Jill  fell  at 
the  same  time. — Jack  and  Jill  fell  together: 

Mother  makes  a  pleasant  drink  from  dandelions. 

The  clouds  which,  look  like  rain  may  blow  away. 

Polly  spoke  so  that  all  could  hear. 

Tom  and  Harry  did  not  agree. 

The  leaves  of  the  nasturtium  are  good  to  eat. 

That  man,  who  has  never  been  at  school,  is  clever. 


4.  Compose  sentences  to  show  the  difference  in  mean¬ 
ing  between: 


there,  their,  they’re 
pear,  pair,  pare 
through,  threw 
right,  wright,  write 
to,  too,  two 
pain,  pane 


dear,  deer 
bear,  bare 
piece,  peace 
fair,  fare 
pour,  pore 
break,  brake 
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plain,  plane 
tale,  tail 
pale,  pail 
mail,  male 


night,  knight 
knew,  new 
hour,  our 
one,  won 


5.  Foi  correct  speech,  once  each  day,  recite  each  of 
these  sentences  three  times;  say  each  word  slowly  and 
distinctly : 

John  and  I  will  go. 

She  took  it  from  me. 

He  kept  on  talking. 

I  was  playing. 

I  haven’t  a  pen. 

We  drew  pictures. 

He  has  done  it  twice. 

Mother  doesn’t  like  it. 


6.  For  correct  writing,  once  each  day  recite  these 
words,  singly  and  in  sentences: 


ache 

does 

hear 

their 

again 

easy 

hour 

tired 

busy 

every 

knew 

too 

color 

forty 

since 

write 

Arrange  these  words  in 

alphabetical  order : 

spot 

enter 

wine 

crop 

frost 

April 

past 

lamb 

office 

supper 

basket 

harvest 

grant 

tree 

town 

drive 

insure 

mean 

rather 

juice 

KINDS  OF  SENTENCE 
A  sentence  expresses  a  thought. 

1.  Which  of  these  are  sentences  and  which  are  not: 
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Every  morning  at  six  o’clock. 

When  I  was  going  home  from  school. 

Our  dog  is  called  Bob. 

The  house  that  Dad  bought  from  you. 

Once  upon  a  time  in  a  country  far  away? 

Make  those  which  are  not  sentences  into  real  sen¬ 
tences  by  adding  a  few  words. 

2.  Read  these  sentences: 

I  have  a  book. 

Have  you  a  book? 

Take  this  book. 

With  what  sort  of  letter  does  each  sentence  begin? 
What  mark  is  placed  at  the  end  of  each? 

The  first  sentence  tells  something.  It  is  called  a 
statement  sentence.  It  must  have  a  period  at  the  end. 

3.  Write  five  statements  about  your  pets. 

The  second  sentence  asks  something.  It  is  called 
a  question  sentence.  It  must  have  a  question  mark, 
like  this  (?),  at  the  end. 

4.  Write  five  questions  for  your  friend  to  answer. 
Make  certain  that  each  one  is  a  sentence.  Did  you 
remember  the  question  mark? 

The  third  sentence  tells  you  to  do  something.  It 
is  called  a  command  sentence. 

It  ends  with  a  period.  If  the  command  is  very 
short  and  sudden,  such  as  your  teacher  gives  you  in 
the  drill  lesson,  we  place  a  mark  like  this  (!)  at  the 
end.  This  is  called  an  exclamation  mark. 

To  the  right,  turn! 

Forward  march! 

5.  Write  five  commands  to  your  dog. 
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6.  Write  doivn  the  names  of  the  three  kinds  of  sen¬ 
tence.  Write  each  name  three  times. 

7.  Find  four  sentences  of  each  kind  in  your  Reader 
and  copy  them  out  neatly.  Remember  the  end  marks. 

8.  Make  up  three  sentences  of  each  kind  about  things 
that  you  can  see  from  your  seat. 

9.  Read  again  the  poem  called  “The  Watch ”  on  page 
68.  Copy  three  statements  and  two  command  sen¬ 
tences  from  it.  Ask  three  questions  of  the  Watch. 

10.  Write  three  command  sentences  about  the  door. 
Ask  three  questions  of  the  storekeeper.  Make  three 
statements  about  your  school. 

MAKING  VERSES 

Some  verses  to  finish: 

1.  There  was  a  monkey  climbed  a  tree, 

2.  There  was  a  crow  sat  on  a  stone, 

3.  There  was  a  cobbler  mending  shoon, 

4.  If  I  were  a  sunbeam, 

I  know  what  I  would  do: 

5.  Sleep,  baby,  sleep!  Your  mother  sings 

6.  A  GAME 

Make  a  line  of  verse  at  the  top  of  the  paper.  Then 
fold  the  paper  over,  so  that  no  one  can  see  what  you 
have  written.  Give  the  paper  to  your  neighbor.  Tell 
him  how  many  beats  you  put  in  your  line.  Let  him 
make  the  next  line  and  pass  the  paper  on. 

7.  Make  a  line  of  verse  with  four  beats  in  it. 

Make  a  line  with  three  beats. 

See  if  you  can  make  a  line  with  five  beats  in  it. 

Try  six  beats.  Try  two  beats.  Try  seven  beats. 
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8.  Write  two  more  stanzas  to  finish  this  story: 

THE  LAIRD  o’  LOCHAWE 

The  Laird  rode  forth  on  a  summer  morn 
High!  Ho!  Sing  Ho! 

He  left  his  Ladye  all  forlorn 
High!  Ho!  Sing  Ho! 

A  STORY  TO  PLAY 

THE  PRODIGAL  SON 

A  certain  man  had  two  sons.  The  younger  said  to 
his  father,  "Father  give  me  the  goods  that  fall  to  me.” 
The  father  gave  them  to  him,  and  he  went  away  into  a 
far  country. 

He  spent  all  his  money  and  had  nothing  left  to  buy 
bread.  He  said  to  himself,  "I  will  arise  and  go  to  my 
father.  I  will  tell  him  I  am  sorry  that  I  left  him.” 
So  he  arose  and  came  to  his  father. 

And  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  his  father  saw 
him,  and  ran  and  fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed  him.  The 
son  said  that  he  was  sorry,  and  the  father  said  to  the 
servants,  "Bring  forth  the  best  robe  and  put  it  on  him, 
and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet  and 
bring  hither  the  fatted  calf  and  kill  it  and  let  us  eat, 
and  be  merry,  for  my  son  was  dead  and  is  alive  again; 
he  was  lost  and  is  found.” 

But  the  older  brother  was  angry  that  the  younger 
was  forgiven.  He  would  not  come  in  to  the  party. 
So  the  father  went  out  and  asked  him  what  was  the 
matter.  He  said  "You  never  gave  me  a  party,  although 
I  have  worked  hard  ;  but  as  soon  as  this  bad  boy  came 
home  you  made  one  for  him.” 

Then  the  father  was  sorry  to  see  his  son  so  mean. 
He  said:  "Son,  all  that  I  have  is  thine.  You  may 
have  a  party  whenever  you  wish.  Come  in  now,  make 
merry  and  be  glad:  for  your  brother  was  dead  and  is 
alive  again;  he  was  lost  and  is  found.” 
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But  the  story  does  not  tell  whether  the  older 
brother  went  in  or  not. 


SENTENCE 

PRACTICE 


A  sentence  ex¬ 
presses  a  thought. 

To  make  a  sen¬ 
tence,  first  think  of 
something  interest  - 
ing  to  say.  Then 
stand  up  straight 
and  say  it  very 
clearly.  Or,  write 
it  down  neatly.  If 
you  write  it,  be  sure 
to  begin  with  a 
capital  letter  and 
put  the  proper 
mark  at  the  end. 
Do  not  use  “and,” 

ULLSWATER  LAKE.  ENGLAND  jf  yQU  can  help  it, 

1.  Is  not  this  a  beautiful  picture?  Look  at  it  along 
time.  How  does  it  make  you  feel?  Think  and  then 
in  sentences: 


Tell  whom  the  story  is  about. 

Tell  what  happened. 

Why  was  the  older  brother  angry? 

Think  the  story  through  with  your  eyes  shut. 

What  do  you  think  of  the  father? 

Learn  by  heart  the  part  which  tells  how  the  father 

went  out  to  meet 


the  son. 

Play  this  story. 
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(a)  Tell  where  it  is. 

( b )  Tell  the  time  of  year. 

(c)  Name  the  four  smallest  things  in  it. 

(d)  Name  the  four  prettiest  things  in  it. 

(e)  Name  four  feelings  that  it  gives  you. 

2.  In  sentences  explain  how  you  can  tell: 

a  goose  from  a  duck 
a  squirrel  from  a  gopher 
a  birch  tree  from  a  poplar 
tea  from  coffee 
a  plum  from  a  cherry 
a  stable  from  a  garage 


3.  In  sentences  tell  what  these  are: 

gulf 
creek 
bluff 


swamp 

capital 

river 


continent 
volcano 
north  star 


sea 

equator 
slough 

4.  Write  down  four  thoughts  about  any  bird  which  you 
know.  What  kind  of  sentences  are  these? 

5.  Make  statements  telling  the  use  of: 

a  stove  a  desk  a  story  a  flower 

a  lamp  a  picture  rubbers  rain 

a  song  leather  sunshine  glue 

6.  Ask  each  of  these  people  a  question: 

the  mason  painter  policeman  minister 

the  carpenter  farmer  inspector  doctor 

7.  Make  a  statement  about  each  of  them. 

8.  Give  a  command  (politely)  to  each  of  them. 

9.  Ask  a  question  about  each  of  the  things  named  in 
Exercise  3.  Pass  your  paper  to  your  neighbor.  Let 
him  answer  your  questions. 
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10.  Give  three  commands  to  each  of  I  hose  famous 
people : 

King  Arthur  Robert  Bruce  David  Livingstone 

Sir  Galahad  Laura  Secord  Florence  Nightingale 

Robin  Hood  Daulac  Lord  Kitchener 

spring’s  coming 

The  woodland  brooks  that  murmur  as  they  go 
In  silver  ripples  through  the  fringing  grass 
Are  harp-strings  touched  by  God :  the  winds  that  blow 
Are  Spring’s  gay  children,  singing  as  they  go. 

— Frank  Dempster  Sherman. 
Read  this  poem;  then  memorize  it. 

THINGS  TO  THINK  AND  TELL  ABOUT 

1.  Think  of  and  tell  in  a  sentence: 

(а)  Something  for  each  one  in  the  room  to  do. 

(б)  Four  polite  ways  of  telling  someone  to  close  the 
window. 

2.  Think  of  and  speak: 

(a)  Three  sentences  expressing  surprise,  fear,  plea¬ 
sure,  pain,  anger. 

(b)  Three  things  that  mother  told  you  to  do  to-day. 

(c)  Three  questions  you  would  like  to  ask:  Santa 
Claus,  the  King,  the  clergyman,  the  policeman,  the 
candy-store  man,  a  doll,  a  dog,  a  bear,  a  beggar. 

3.  Think  about  the  chief  person  in  the:  town, 
church,  school-yard,  school-room;  in  any  picture,  game, 
story,  or  book.  Tell  who  each  is  and  what  he  does. 

WRITING  CONVERSATION 

Read  this  story  aloud: 
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THE  FOX  AND  THE  CAT 

Once  upon  a  time  a  very  sly  old  fox  met  a  quiet  little 
cat.  “How  do  you  do,  Mr.  Fox?”  said  the  cat.  “I  am 
quite  well,  thank  you,  Mrs.  Cat,”  replied  the  fox.  “How 
are  you?”  The  cat  said  that  she  was  very  well,  and 
they  entered  into  conversation. 

“I  hear,  Mrs.  Cat,”  said  the  sly  fox,  “that  you  are  a 
very  clever  person.  Tell  me,  now,  how  many  tricks  do 
you  know  for  escaping  from  the  dogs?”  “Indeed,  sir,” 
said  the  modest  cat,  “I  know  only  one  and  that  is  to 
climb  a  tree  as  fast  as  ever  I  can.”  “Is  that  all  you 
know?”  said  the  fox  in  great  scorn.  “Why,  I  know  at 
least  fifty  tricks.  How  nervous  you  must  be,  since  you 
are  so  ignorant.” 

Just  then  they  heard  the  dogs  coming.  They  had 
smelt  the  fox  and  were  barking  loudly.  The  cat 
scrambled  up  a  tall  tree  and  hid  in  the  branches.  The 
sly  fox  tried  all  his  tricks  in  vain.  The  dogs  caught  him 
and  made  short  work  of  him.  “I  see,”  said  the  cat  to 
herself,  “that  it  is  better  to  know  one  good  thing  than 
many  useless  ones.” 

Write  out  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Mrs.  Cat. 

Act  the  story. 

It  makes  a  story  much  more  interesting  to  put  in 
the  exact  words  which  the  people  in  it  said  to  one  an¬ 
other.  This  is  called  conversation.  Always  try  to 
put  some  conversation  in  your  stories.  If  you  look  at 
the  story  of  The  Fox  and  the  Cat,  you  will  see  that  we 
have  two  marks  to  show  when  we  have  put  in  the 
exact  words  the  person  said :  Before  and  after  the  exact 
words  used  by  anyone  we  put  two  little  marks  like  this 
(“  ”).  These  are  called  quotation  marks.  Example: 

“How  do  you  do?” 


102  LEARNING  TO  SPEAK  AND  WRITE 


To  show  who  said  those  words  we  put  a  mark  like 
this  (,  )  before  or  after  the  name  of  the  person.  This  is 
called  a  comma.  We  use  commas  to  mark  off  any  part 
of  the  sentence  which  we  wish  to  stand  a  little  by  itself 
and  to  be  noticed.  Example: 

“How  do  you  do,  Mr.  Fox?” 

“Dorothy,  take  the  baby!” 

“In  the  morning,  I  go  to  school.” 

“If  you  wish,”  said  Alice,  “I  will  get  it.” 

1.  Write  six  sentences  telling  people’s  speeches  and 
using  quotation  marks. 

2.  Put  the  quotation  marks  and  commas  in  these 
sentences : 

I  will  mind  the  baby  said  Annie. 

Come  in  at  once  called  Mother. 

This  is  a  secret  whispered  Jimmy. 

That  is  a  joke  laughed  Father. 

Dan  shouted  supper  is  ready. 

I’m  going  to  town  said  Father  after  tea. 

Will  he  take  me  wondered  Dan. 

3.  Read  the  story  of  “Peterk in  Spray”  in  the  Canadian 
Poetry  Book.  Write  out  all  the  speeches.  Be  careful 
to  put  in  the  quotation  marks  and  commas. 

4.  Write  m  your  own  words  the  story  of  “The  Little 
House  in  the  Woods.”  Put  all  the  speeches  in  quota¬ 
tion  marks  and  commas. 

5.  Use  commas  to  mark  off  the  parts  that  stand  by 
themselves  in  these  sentences: 

Speak  out  said  the  teacher. 

On  Mondays  Mother  does  the  washing. 
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Mr.  Brown  will  you  please  tell  me  the  time? 

In  the  afternoon  they  go  to  skate. 

They  go  in  the  afternoon  to  skate. 

Are  you  ready  called  Margery? 

They  think  said  father  that  I  don’t  know  about  it. 

While  we  are  waiting  read  this  letter. 

Please  pass  me  a  candy  Mary. 

Come  little  leaves  said  the  wind  one  day. 

MAKE  A  PLAY 

DEMETER  AND  PERSEPHONE 

Persephone  was  the  daughter  of  Demeter,  the 
goddess  of  fruitfulness  upon  the  earth.  Everyone 
loved  Persephone,  for  she  was  gentle  and  merry  as 
well  as  beautiful.  She  was  the  apple  of  her  mother’s 
eye. 

One  summer  morning,  Persephone  was  playing  in 
the  fields  with  her  little  friends.  They  were  gathering 
flowers  to  make  wreaths  for  their  heads.  Persephone 
saw,  at  a  little  distance,  some  beautiful  hyacinths  and 
ran  off  to  get  them.  As  she  stooped  to  pick  the 
blossoms,  the  earth  opened,  and  a  chariot  drawn  by 
two  coal-black  horses  sprang  out.  In  the  chariot  sat  a 
dark-faced  man,  who  caught  Persephone  about  the 
waist  and  carried  her  off. 

Terrible  was  the  sorrow  of  Demeter  when  she  heard 
that  her  little  daughter  had  been  snatched  away.  She 
gave  up  attending  to  the  growth  of  grain  and  fruit, 
and  went  about  the  world  continually  seeking  for 
Persephone.  She  discovered  at  last  that  it  was  Pluto, 
the  king  of  Hades,  who  had  carried  her  off  to  be  a 
light  in  his  dark  dwelling  underground. 

At  last  Zeus,  the  king  of  the  gods,  seeing  that  all 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  were  dying  for  lack  of  Demeter’s 
care,  ordered  Pluto  to  give  Persephone  back  to  her 
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mother.  Pluto  was  obliged  to  send  her  back,  but, 
before  doing  so,  he  gave  her  a  pomegranate  to  eat. 
She  was  warned  not  to  eat  any  of  the  seeds  of  the 
pomegranate,  but  she  was  careless  and  swallowed  six 
of  the  seeds  with  the  flesh  of  the  fruit. 

Persephone  was  then  carried  back  to  earth  and 
restored  to  her  mother,  who  received  her  with  the 
greatest  joy.  But,  because  she  had  eaten  the  six 
seeds,  she  is  forced  to  return  each  year  to  spend  six 
months  with  Pluto. 

While  Persephone  is  gone,  Demeter  mourns  and 
neglects  her  duties.  The  flowers,  fruits,  and  grains  die, 
and  winter  reigns  on  the  earth.  When  her  time  is  up, 
Persephone  returns;  Demeter  rejoices,  and  spring 
blossoms  in  the  land. 

Read  the  story  carefully. 

Make  a  play  out  of  the  story. 

How  many  scenes  will  you  need? 

How  many  actors  will  you  need? 

If  you  decide  to  have  three  scenes,  divide  the  class 
into  three  groups.  Let  each  group  prepare  one  scene. 
Let  each  pupil  suggest  various  speeches  which  are 
needed.  Choose  the  best  speeches  offered  and  put 
them  together  to  make  the  scene. 

After  you  have  acted  it,  write  it  out,  giving  the 
speeches  exactly  as  they  were  spoken. 

Other  stories  out  of  which  to  make  plays: 

Beowulf 

Weighing  the  Elephant 
Radisson  Adopted  by  the  Indians 
Marguerite  de  Roberval 
Columbus  and  the  Egg 
Madame  la  Tour 
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A  PRETTY  POEM  TO  LEARN 

I  MET  AT  EVE 

I  met  at-  eve  the  Prince  of  Sleep, 

His  was  a  still  and  lovely  face 
He  wandered  through  a  valley  steep, 

Lovely  in  a  lonely  place. 

His  garb  was  gray  of  lavender, 

About  his  brows  a  poppy-wreath 
Burned  like  dim  coals,  and  everywhere 
The  air  was  sweeter  for  his  breath. 

— Walter  de  la  Make. 


LETTER-WRITING 


Dear  Hans  Andersen, 


Ulra  Cottage, 

Hamilton,  Scotland, 
Jan.  1st,  1869. 


I  do  like  your  fairy-tales  so  much  that  I  should 
like  to  go  to  see  you;  but  I  cannot  do  that,  so  I 
thought  I  would  write  to  you.  When  my  papa  comes 
home  from  Africa,  I  will  ask  him  to  take  me  to  see 
you.  My  favorite  stories  are  “The  Goloshes  of  For¬ 
tune,”  and  “The  Snow  Queen.” 

I  will  say  good-bye  to  you  and  a  happy  New  Year. 

Your  affectionate  little  friend, 

Anna  Mary  Livingstone. 


1.  Who  wrote  this  letter ?  Where  did  she  write  it? 
To  whom  did  she  write  it?  Why  did  she  write  to  him? 
Tell  something  about  Hans  Anderson?  What  do  you 
know  about  Anna’s  papa? 
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2.  This  is  the  way  to  write  a  letter.  Look  at  it 
well,  then  copy  it  carefully  just  as  Anna  wrote  it. 
Don’t  leave  out  a  single  mark.  When  you  have  clone 
this,  see  if  you  can  tell  your  teacher  just  where  each 
part  should  go  upon  the  paper.  Draw  a  rectangle 
upon  your  paper.  Now  place  each  part  of  the  letter 
in  its  own  place.  You  need  not  copy  the  sentences 
again.  Draw  lines  instead  of  writing  the  sentences. 
Do  this  three  times. 

3.  Now  draw  the  letter  form  from  memory  on  the 
black-board.  When  you  can  do  this  very  neatly,  you 
may  place  your  own  address  at  the  top  right  with  the 
date  below  and  sign  your  name  at  the  bottom. 

4.  Do  you  think  that  Hans  Andersen  will  reply  to 
Anna’s  letter?  Answer  it  for  him. 

5.  Your  little  friend  has  invited  you  to  a  birthday 
party.  You  are  to  go  on  Friday  at  five  o’clock.  Answer 
the  letter. 

6.  One  of  your  class-mates  is  ill  and  has  been  taken 
to  the  hospital.  Write  him  a  cheery  little  letter. 

7.  Now  you  must  learn  to  write  the  address  on  the 
envelope.  Copy  this  address  carefully: 

Miss  Jean  White, 

Days  land, 

Alberta. 

8.  Address  envelopes  to  these  people:  your  mother, 
teacher,  uncle,  friend,  brother  or  sister,  father, 
aunt,  Santa  Claus,  the  doctor. 

9.  For  letters  we  have  short  ways  of  writing  titles. 
Learn  these:  Mister  is  written  Mr.;  Mistress  is 
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written  Mrs.]  Doctor  is  written  Dr.  When  we  write 
only  part  of  a  word  we  call  it  an  abbreviation,  and 
it  must  have  a  period  after  it. 

What  do  these  abbreviations  stand  for: 

Dr.  Rev.  Capt.  Pres.  Ont. 

B.C.  Jan.  Man.  Sept.  Que.? 

10.  People  often  sign  only  the  first  letter  of  their 
Christian  name.  This  is  an  abbreviation.  It  is  called 
an  initial,  as:  J.  Crosier. 

Write  these  names  with  initials:  Jack  Sprat,  Helen 
Long,  James  Brown.  Write  the  names  of  ten  people 
whom  you  know,  using  their  initials. 

11.  Write  a  letter  to:  an  Indian  child,  an  Eskimo,  a 
Chinese  boy,  a  little  negro  girl,  a  French  child  whose 
school  was  destroyed  in  the  Great  War. 

12.  Write  a  letter  to:  the  person  you  like  the  best  in 
a  story,  the  wickedest  person  you  have  read  about, 
the  nursery-rhyme  person  who  is  most  interesting. 

13.  Write  a  letter  which  has  a  little  poem  in  it. 

14.  Write  a  letter  to  each  of  the  children  in  the  room. 
Tell  each  one  something  pleasant  that  you  know. 

15.  Have  a  class  competition  to  see  who  can  write  the 
best  letter  in  ten  minutes. 

16.  Write  addresses  for  the  envelopes  of  letters  going  to 
friends  in:  Souris,  Manitoba;  Toronto,  Ontario;  Van¬ 
couver,  British  Columbia;  Taber,  Alberta;  Stirling, 
Scotland;  Truro,  Nova  Scotia. 

17.  Write  a  letter  to  a  little  friend  who  is  ill  and  not 
able  to  come  to  school.  Tell  him  three  things  that  have 
happened. 
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18.  Write  a  letter  to  the  teacher  and  tell  why:  you 
were  absent,  you  were  late,  you  were  naughty,  you 
did  not  know  your  lesson,  your  face  was  dirty. 

19.  Write  a  letter  to  your  chum’s  mother  asking  her  if 
your  little  friend  may  come  home  and  spend  the  night 
with  you. 

20.  Write  to  your  father  telling  him  why:  you  were 
low  in  your  class  standing,  you  need  a  new  pencil, 
you  won  the  game  to-day,  you  broke  the  school 
window,  you  hit  Billy  Brown,  you  lost  your  five 
cents. 

Edinburgh, 

-  1871. 


My  Dear  Cummy, 

I  was  greatly  pleased  by  your  letter  in  many  ways. 
Of  course,  I  was  glad  to  hear  from  you.  You  and  I  have 
so  many  old  stories  between  us  that  even  if  there  was 
nothing  else,  even  if  there  was  not  a  very  sincere  respect 
and  affection,  we  should  always  be  glad  to  pass  a  nod. 
I  say  “even  if  there  was  not.”  But  you  know  right  well 
there  is.  Do  not  suppose  that  I  shall  ever  forget  those 
long,  bitter  nights,  when  I  coughed  and  coughed  and 
was  so  unhappy,  and  you  were  so  patient  and  loving 
with  a  poor  sick  child.  Indeed,  Cummy,  I  wish  I  might 
become  a  man  worth  talking  of,  if  it  were  only  that 
you  should  not  have  thrown  away  your  pains. 

For  I  am  not  ungrateful,  my  dear  Cummy,  and  it  is 
with  very  sincere  emotion  that  I  write  myself, 

Your  little  boy, 

Louis. 

[R.  L.  Stevenson.] 
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21.  Write  three  questions  that  you  would  like  to  ask 
your  teacher  about  the  foregoing  letter.  Make  the 
question-marks  carefully. 
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This  is  the  Prince 
of  Wales. 

1.  Tell  what  he  is 
like. 

2.  Tell  about  his 
farm. 

3.  Tell  a  story 
about  him. 

4.  Learn  and  recite 
for  the  teacher  a 
poem  which  you 
chose  for  yourself. 

5.  If  a  fairy 
promised  you  what¬ 
ever  you  wanted, 
describe  what  you 
would  ask  for. 


6.  Tell  in  sentences 
five  things  that  you 
did  yesterday. 


THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES 


7.  Find  a  story  in  a  news paper ;  learn  it  and  tell  it  to 
the  teacher. 


8.  Tell  the  class  of  some  interesting  thing  that  has 
happened  recently  in  your  neighborhood. 


110  LEARNING  TO  SPEAK  AND  WRITE 


9.  Tell  about  a  time  when  you: 

were  frightened 
were  naughty 


caught  cold 
cried 


10.  Tell  three- sentence  stories  about  these  people: 
Queen  Mab,  Santa  Claus,  an  angel,  a  mermaid,  a 
brownie. 

11.  Learn  and  tell  to  the  younger  children  the 
story  of : 

The  Black  Prince  King  Arthur’s  Sword 

Dick  Whittington  John  Gilpin 

12.  Find  out  and  tell  how: 

to  keep  flowers  fresh  to  make  porridge 

to  clean  the  silver  to  stop  a  train 

13.  Find  a  story  about  some  famous  person  and  read 
it  to  the  class. 

14.  Play  the  stories  of: 


A  Pioneer  Woman 
The  Knights  of  the  Silver  Shield 
Alice  and  the  White  Queen 
Don  Quixote  and  the  Windmills 
Doubting  Castle 


15.  Find  out  all  you  can  and  then  make  a  speech 
about : 


coal 

steam 


Africa  cream  separators 

bananas  electricity 


16.  Tell  the  class  an  experience  that  you  have  had. 
Think  it  out  carefully.  Prepare  your  sentences  in  your 
mind,  so  that  you  may  tell  the  story  well. 
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17.  Read  this  story  to  yourself  twice: 

ORPHEUS  AND  EURYDICE 

Orpheus  played  upon  the  harp  so  beautifully  that 
even  the  stones  and  the  trees  followed  after  him  to 
hear  him.  He  married  a  nymph  called  Eurydice, 
whom  he  loved  very  much  and  who  loved  him  in  return. 

When  they  had  been  married  only  a  short  time, 
Eurydice  was  stung  by  a  snake  and  died.  Orpheus 
mourned  bitterly  for  his  wife.  He  went  each  day  to 
the  gods  and  asked  them  to  give  her  back  to  him. 
But  they  would  not  listen  to  him. 

At  last  Orpheus  determined  to  go  down  to  the  under¬ 
world  and  beg  Pluto  to  let  her  go.  He  passed  down 
the  long,  dark  road,  escaped  the  three-headed  dog  at 
the  gate,  and  at  last  reached  Pluto’s  palace.  There 
he  began  to  play,  and  the  music  was  so  sweet  that 
the  servants  took  him  in  to  their  master.  Orpheus 
played  so  wonderfully  and  begged  so  hard,  that  at 
last  Pluto  said  he  might  take  Eurydice  back  with  him. 
But  Orpheus  was  to  go  first  and  Eurydice  to  follow 
after,  and  Orpheus  was  on  no  account  to  look  back  until 
they  had  reached  the  upper  air.  If  he  did  so,  Pluto 
said,  Eurydice  should  be  snatched  back  again. 

Orpheus  joyfully  promised  not  to  look  back, 
Eurydice  was  brought  to  him,  and  they  started  back 
to  the  upper  air.  All  went  well  till  they  were  almost 
there.  Orpheus  was  just  about  to  put  his  foot  out  of 
the  shadow  into  the  sunlight  when,  in  his  excitement, 
he  forgot.  He  looked  back,  and  that  very  instant 
Eurydice  was  snatched  back  to  Pluto. 

Poor  Orpheus  did  not  live  long  after  that,  but  soon 
went  to  join  his  wife  in  Pluto’s  kingdom. 

Read  the  story  aloud  to  the  class. 

Make  a  picture  of  the  harp  which  Orpheus  played. 

Tell  how  Orpheus  looked;  how  Pluto  looked. 
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WRITTEN  COMPOSITION  EXERCISES 

1.  Copy  this  poem  into  your  note-book;  be  sure 
to  put  in  all  the  capital  letters  and  punctuation  marks 
correctly: 


SNOW  SONG 

Over  valley,  over  hill, 

Hark,  the  shepherd  piping  shrill! 

Driving  all  the  white  flocks  forth 
From  the  far  folds  of  the  North. 

Blow,  wind,  blow; 

Weird  melodies  you  play, 

Following  your  flocks  that  go 
Across  the  world  to-day. 

— Frank  Dempster  Sherman. 

2.  Write  a  little  play  using  the  story,  “Who  Stole  the 
Bird’s  Nest?”  Teach  Grade  III  to  act  your  play. 

3.  Punctuate  these  sentences  correctly: 

I  think  I  can  do  it  said  Mary. 

Practice  said  the  teacher  makes  perfect. 

The  man  laughed  and  said  I’ll  do  it. 

Come  in  at  once  said  mother  supper  is  ready. 
King  Bruce  thought  that  spider  foolish. 

A  watched  pot  says  the  proverb  never  boils. 
Think  now  said  the  teacher  you  can  do  it. 

4.  Copy  five  short  verses  from  the  Bible.  Write  each 
of  them  again  in  your  own  words. 

5.  In  five  sentences  tell  how  to  play:  Hide  and  Go 
Seek,  Anthonv-Over,  Fox  and  Goose,  Nuts  in  May, 
Pom-Pom  Pull  Away,  Old  Witch,  In  and  Out  the 
Windows. 
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b.  Notice  the  words  in  this  stanza  about  the  brook; 
how  many  pairs  of  words  begin  with  the  same  letter: 

I  slip,  I  slide,  I  gloom,  I  glance, 

Among  my  skimming  swallows; 

I  make  the  netted  sunbeams  dance 
Against  my  sandy  shallows. 

— -Alfred,  Lord  Tennyson. 


(а)  Tell  how  these  pairs  of  words  make  the  verse 

sound. 

(б)  Find  out  what  it  is  called  when  two  or  more 
words  begin  with  the  same  letter. 

(c)  Write  five  sentences  with  alliteration  in  them. 

7.  Words  which  are  written  partly  on  one  line  and 
partly  on  another  must  be  divided  between  syllables. 
Use  a  hyphen.  Write  sentences  containing  each  of 
these  words  correctly  divided : 

summer  March  nursery  lessons 

envelope  yesterday  foolish  choose 

separate  begin  Monday  comparable 

8.  Complete  the  picture  in  these  sentences: 

My  kitten  is  as  white  as - . 

I  am  as  hungry  as - . 

She  is  as  fair  as - . 

Father  is  as  strong  as - — . 

Mother  sings  like - . 

My  fingers  are  as  cold  as - . 

The  candy  is  as  hard  as - . 

His  hands  are  as  black  as - . 

The  ice  is  as  smooth  as - — . 

The  water  is  as  clear  as  — - — — . 
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9.  Make  pictures  of  your  own  about  these:  e.g. ; 
Billy’s  brown  face — Billy’s  face  is  as  brown  as  a  nut: 

the  captain’s  beard  John’s  appetite 


the  pirate’s  cave 
Mother’s  eyes 
Mary’s  courage 
a  daffodil 


the  sun’s  shining 
the  water’s  sound 
the  baby’s  hair 
the  lake’s  smoothness 


10.  Learn  this  poem : 


THE  FLY 

How  large  unto  the  tiny  fly 
Must  things  little  appear — 

A  rosebud  like  a  feather  bed, 

Its  pricks  like  a  spear. 

— Walter  de  la  Mare. 

Beat  the  time  as  you  say  this  poem. 

Write  another  verse  about  “The  Fly.” 

Make  the  same  number  of  beats  in  each  line. 

11.  Collect  and  write  down  ten  proverbs.  Tell  in  your 
own  words  what  each  one  means. 

12.  Fill  in  the  blanks  in  these  sentences  with  the 
right  words:  lie,  lay,  laid: 

I  like  to - on  the  grass. 

- still,  like  a  good  child. 

Mother - on  the  couch  last  evening. 

We - under  the  trees  yesterday. 

- the  knife  on  the  table. 

Softly  and  sadly  we - him  down. 

I - it  on  the  dresser. 

(a)  Study  the  sentences.  Decide  when  we  use  each 
of  these  words. 
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( b )  Write  in  a  sentence  the  rule  for  using  each  of 
these  words. 

13.  Read  this  story  carefully  to  yourself: 

THE  CYCLOPES 

In  very  ancient  days  Zeus  was  king  of  Olympus  and 
ruled  the  world  of  gods  and  men.  When  anyone  had 
committed  a  crime,  Zeus  hurled  a  thunderbolt  upon 
him,  which  killed  him  instantly.  Now  both  gods  and 
men  often  did  evil  in  those  days,  so  Zeus  always 
carried  a  thunderbolt  in  his  hand  to  be  ready  in  case 
of  need. 

The  Cyclopes  were  his  blacksmiths.  They  were 
giants,  each  with  only  one  great  eye  in  the  middle  of 
his  forehead.  They  lived  in  the  depths  of  Mount 
Aetna,  the  volcano,  and  there  they  continually  forged 
thunderbolts  for  Zeus. 

Apollo,  the  god  of  music,  had  a  son  who  became 
a  doctor.  He  became  so  skilful  that  he  raised  the 
dead  to  life.  This  angered  Pluto,  the  king  of  the 
underworld,  who  complained  to  Zeus  that  Apollo’s 
son  was  taking  away  his  people.  Zeus  hurled  a 
thunderbolt  and  killed  the  good  doctor.  At  this 
Apollo  was  very  angry.  He  took  his  magic  bow  and 
the  arrow  that  returned  to  him  whenever  he  shot  it 
and  went  to  Mount  Aetna.  There  he  slew  every  one  of 
the  Cyclopes  who  had  forged  the  thunderbolt  that 
killed  his  son. 

So  that  was  the  end  of  the  one-eyed  giants. 

Where  did  the  Cyclopes  live? 

What  did  they  look  like? 

What  did  they  do? 

What  happened  to  them  in  the  end? 

When  you  have  thought  the  answer  to  each  of  these 
cpiestions,  write  the  story  in  your  own  words. 
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14.  Make  up  and  write  a  short  story  about: 

a  burglar 
Peter  Pan 

the  thing  that  you  like  best  to  eat 
a  visit  to  the  dentist 

15.  Place  the  apostrophe  correctly  in  each  of  these 
sentences : 

Marys  book  is  on  the  table. 

May  I  go  over  to  Toms? 

The  babies  cribs  are  at  the  back  of  the  store. 

I  hear  the  childrens  voices. 

The  girls  club  meets  on  Tuesday  evening. 

I  have  mothers  picture  with  me. 

Stevenson  is  the  childrens  poet. 

Peter  Pan  plays  for  the  fairies  ball. 

16.  Copy  this  poem ;  memorize  it;  practise  repeating  it 
aloud,  until  you  can  say  it  quickly  and  smoothly: 


THE  HUMMING-BIRD  SONG 


On  the  wing 
Pilfering 


1 

Humming-bird 
Not  a  word 

Do  you  say; 
Has  your  throat 
No  sweet  note 
To  repay 
Honey  debts 
1 1  begets 

When  you  go 


To  and  fro? 


2 

May  be  you 
Whisper  to 

Bloom  and  leaf 
On  the  vine 
Secrets  fine 

In  your  brief 
Calls  on  them, 

Winged  gem. 

Not  a  word 
You  reply! 

Off  you  fly 

Humming-bird. 


Frank  Dempster  Sherman. 
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17.  Read  this  beautiful  story  and  practise  it  until 
you  can  tell  it  well: 

THE  DEATH  OF  BALDUR 

Baldur  was  the  Norse  god  of  summer.  He  was  very 
beautiful  and  was  beloved  by  both  gods  and  men,  and 
in  fact  by  all  things  on  the  earth.  Only  the  wicked 
Loki,  who  was  fond  of  everything  that  was  evil,  hated 
him  and  wished  him  harm. 

One  night  Baldur,  sleeping  in  his  palace,  dreamed  an 
evil  dream  and  wakened  Avith  a  shadow  in  his  heart. 
He  hid  the  shadow  from  all  but  his  mother  Frigga,  the 
queen  of  all  the  gods,  who  felt  it  and  knew  it  for  the 
shadow  of  Death. 

“Fear  not,  my  son,”  said  Frigga;  “you  shall  not  die,” 
and  she  went  to  everything  in  the  world  and  made  them 
all  swear  not  to  hurt  Baldur.  She  asked  the  plants, 
the  metals,  the  beasts,  and  the  diseases.  They  all 
swore,  because  they  loved  the  beautiful  god  of  summer. 
But  Frigga  did  not  ask  the  mistletoe  to  promise, 
because  she  thought  that  it  was  too  young  and  feeble 
to  harm  her  beloved  son. 

When  the  gods  heard  that  all  things  had  sworn  not 
to  harm  Baldur,  they  used  to  amuse  themselves  in 
Asgard,  their  home,  by  throwing  stones  and  darts  at 
him  and  even  by  striking  him  with  their  swords  and 
battle-axes.  None  of  these  would  harm  him,  and 
Frigga  began  to  grow  quite  contented.  But  the  jealous 
Loki  became  furious  at  the  universal  love  for  the  god  of 
summer,  and  determined  to  find  some  way  to  do  him 
injury  and,  if  possible,  to  cause  his  death. 

By  means  of  a  trick,  Loki  found  out  from  Frigga 
that  she  had  not  obtained  a  promise  “from  the  feeble 
mistletoe.  He  searched  until  he  had  found  the  plant, 
and  then  went  to  Asgard,  where  the  gods  were  as  usual 
amusing  themselves  by  throwing  things  at  Baldur. 
Only  one  of  the  gods,  Hoder,  was  not  taking  part  in  the 
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sport.  He  was  blind  and  could  not  see  where  Baldur 
was  standing.  Loki  asked  him  why  he  was  not  doing 
as  the  others  did,  and  Hoder  answered  that  he  had 
nothing  to  throw.  Placing  the  mistletoe  in  the  hand  of 
the  blind  god,  Loki  directed  his  arm.  The  twig  struck 
Baldur  and  pierced  him  through  and  through.  The 
beloved  god  fell  lifeless  to  the  ground.  Then  there  was 
wailing  and  sorrow  in  Asgard. 

When  the  gods  had  recovered  from  their  horror  and 
grief,  they  began  to  think  how  they  could  have  Baldur 
restored  to  them.  Frigga  promised  all  her  love  and 
favor  to  the  one  who  would  ride  to  the  lower  world  to 
try  to  find  her  son  and  arrange  for  his  ransom  with 
Hela,  the  queen  of  that  dark  and  dreary  place.  Her- 
mod,  the  brother  of  the  slain  god,  offered  to  undertake 
the  journey.  Mounted  on  the  eight-footed  horse 
Sleipner,  which  belonged  to  Odin,  the  king  of  the  gods 
and  the  father  of  Baldur,  he  set  out  on  his  dangerous 
way.  For  nine  days  and  nights  he  rode,  until  at  last 
he  reached  the  abode  of  Hela.  He  found  his  brother 
in  the  seat  of  honor  in  the  house  of  Death,  and  spent  the 
night  talking  with  him. 

In  the  morning,  Hermod  sought  out  Hela  and  begged 
her  to  allow  his  brother  to  go  back  to  Asgard.  For  a 
long  time  the  goddess  would  not  listen  to  his  request, 
but  at  last  she  consented  to  allow  the  beloved  god  to 
return  to  his  mother,  provided  that  all  things,  the 
lifeless  as  well  as  the  living,  should  weep  for  him.  If 
anything  whatsoever  on  the  earth  or  in  the  heavens 
should  refuse  to  weep  for  the  dead  god,  then  he  would 
be  compelled  to  remain  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Dead 
for  ever.  Hermod  at  once  rode  back  to  Asgard. 

Immediately,  Hie  Valkyries,  the  messengers  of  Odin, 
were  sent  forth  to  beg  everything  to  weep  for  Baldur, 
that  he  might  be  restored  to  life  and  the  companionship 
of  the  gods.  Everything  and  every  person  wept,  so 
great  was  the  longing  for  the  return  of  the  god.  At  last 
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the  Valkyries  came  to  the  very  end  of  the  world. 
There  they  met  an  ugly  old  woman,  who  was  really 
Loki  in  disguise.  When  asked  to  weep  for  Baldur,  she 

leplied.  "What  she  doth  hold 
Let  Hela  keep, 

For  naught  care  I 

Though  the  whole  world  weep.” 

In  despair  the  Valkyries  returned  to  Asgard.  Baldur 
the  Beautiful  could  not  come  back  to  life  again. 

Write  this  story  in  your  own  words. 

18.  Examine  the  picture  on  page  120. 

Think  of  five  things  that  you  like  about  the  picture 
and  tell  about  them  in  five  sentences. 

Make  up  a  story  about  the  picture. 

QUEEN  MAB 

0,  then,  I  see  Queen  Mab  hath  been  with  you. 

. she  comes 

In  shape  no  bigger  than  an  agate  stone, 

Drawn  with  a  team  of  little  atomies. 

Her  waggon-spokes  made  of  long  spinner’s  legs, 

The  cover,  of  the  wings  of  grasshoppers, 

The  traces  of  the  smallest  spiders’  web, 

The  collars  of  the  moonshine’s  watery  beams, 

Her  whip  of  cricket’s  bone,  the  lash  of  film, 

Her  wagoner  a  small  gray-coated  gnat. 

Her  chariot  is  an  empty  hazel-nut 
Made  by  the  joiner  squirrel  or  old  grub, 

Time  out  o’  mind  the  fairies’  coachmaker.” 

Who  is  Queen  Mab? 

Learn  a  story  about  her. 

Write  down  all  the  new  words  in  the  verse;  write  the 
meanings  beside  them. 

Make  up  a  story,  a  verse,  or  a  play  about  the  Fairy 
Queen. 
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Abbreviations,  78,  106-107. 

Alliteration,  113. 

And,  22. 

Animal  game,  64. 

Apostrophe,  use  of,  84,  91-92; 
exercises  in,  91-92,  116. 

April,  62. 

Beggar,  The,  71. 

Beowulf  and  the  Dragon,  90. 

Best  Game  the  Fairies  Play, 
The,  51. 

Bible,  The,  70,  97. 

Boats  Sail  on  the  Rivers,  25. 

Boy  and  the  Nuts,  The,  10. 

Breathing  exercises,  11,  33,  63, 
86-87. 

Brook,  The,  113. 

Browning,  Robert,  84. 

Capital  letters,  use  of,  24,  62-63; 
exercises  in,  24-25,  62-63. 

Child,  Lydia  Maria,  45. 

Clever  Cow,  A,  19. 

Cock  Robin,  22. 

Comma,  use  of,  102-103;  exer¬ 
cises  in,  102-103. 

Command  sentence,  95;  exer¬ 
cises  in  writing,  66-67,  95-96, 
99,  100. 

Conversation,  writing,  100-103; 
exercises  in,  100-103. 

Correct  usage — did  and  done, 
73;  lie  and  lay,  114;  was 
and  were,  36,  76-77,  78,  86. 


Cyclopes,  The,  115. 

Death  of  Baldur,  The,  117. 

De  la  Mare,  Walter,  31,  55, 
68,  88,  105,  114. 

Demeter  and  Persephone,  103. 

Did  and  done,  73. 

Dog  and  the  Shadow,  The,  58. 

Dog  in  the  Manger,  The,  35. 

Ears,  eyes  and,  31,  55. 

East  Wind,  The,  74. 

Exclamation  mark,  66,  95. 

Exercises — breathing,  11,  33, 

63,  86-87;  making  plays,  12, 
22,  32,  37-39,  45-46,  66, 

67-68,  69,  74,  75,  83,  97-98, 
103-104,  110,  112;  making 

poems,  64-65,  94,  96-97 ;  mak¬ 
ing  riddles,  16,  47;  oral 

exercises,  74,  109-111;  sen¬ 

tence  practice,  24-27,  33-36, 
39-40,  72,  94-96,  98-100; 

speaking  exercises,  12-13,  24, 
37,  63,  87;  telling  stories,  9, 
10,  12,  16,  19,  21,  22,  23, 
24,  27,  34,  35,  40,  42-43,  47, 
50,  51,  57-58,  62,  65-66,  70, 
71,  74,  75,  76,  81,  83,  91, 
94,  98,  102,  109,  110,  115, 
116,  117-119;  thinking  exer¬ 
cises,  9-10,  14-17,  18-21,  23-24, 
29-31,  53-55,  81-83,  100;  use 
of  apostrophe,  91-92,  116; 
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use  of  capital  letters,  24-25, 
62-63;  use  of  comma,  102-103; 
use  of  hyphen,  113;  use  of 
period,  25;  use-  of  quotation 
marks,  101-103;  vocabulary 
exercises.  59-62,  88-91,  92- 
94;  written  exercises,  75-76, 
78,  86;  112-119;  writing  com¬ 
mands,  66-67,  95-96,  99,  100; 
writing  conversation,  100-103; 
writing  letters,  79,  105-109; 
writing  names  of  people,  48; 
writing  questions,  43,  95-96, 
99;  writing  statements,  95-96, 
99. 

Eyes  and  ears,  31,  55. 

Fairy  Went  A- Marketing,  A, 
42. 

Ferry  Me  across  the  Water,  37. 

Fly,  The ,  114. 

Fox  and  the  Cat,  The,  101. 

Fox  and  the  Grapes,  The,  47. 

Frog  and  the  Ox,  The,  70. 

Fyleman,  Rose,  42,  48,  49,  51. 

Games- — -animal  game,  an,  64; 
answering  questions,  35;  Beg¬ 
gar,  The,  71;  He  doesn’t,  39; 
Helen  and  I,  John  and  I, 
44;  /  did,  13;  It  isn’t,  17; 
learning  to  say  ing  plainly,  24; 
making  a  poem,  96;  Noah’s 
Ark,  58;  playing  store,  68; 
pretending,  17,  50;  We  were, 
36;  writing  commands,  67. 

Hard  things  to  do,  78. 

Hare  and  the  Tortoise,  The,  38. 

He.  doesn’t,  39. 

Helen  and  I,  John  and  I,  44. 


Helen’s  Story,  19. 

Hiawatha,  21,  65. 

Hop-Skotch,  36. 

Humming-Bird  Song,  The,  116. 

Hyphen,  use  of,  113;  exercises 
in,  113. 

I  did,  13. 

I  haven’t  any,  I  have  no,  71. 

I  Met  at  Eve,  105. 

I  saw,  10-11. 

If  a  Pig  Wore  a  Wig,  14. 

Ing,  learn  to  say  plainly,  24. 

Interesting  things  to  do,  68-71. 

Island,  The,  75. 

It  isn’t,  17. 

Jackdaw,  The,  75. 

John  and  I,  Helen  and  1,  44. 

Laird  o’  Lochawe,  The,  97. 

Lay,  114. 

Learn — -to  make  a  poem,  64-65, 
96-97;  to  say  each  word 
carefully,  12-13,  24,  37,  63, 
87;  to  say  he  doesn’t,  39; 
to  say  Helen  and  I,  John 
and  I,  44;  to  say  I  did,  13; 
to  say  I  haven’t  any  or  I 
have  no,  71 ;  to  say  I  saw, 
10-11;  to  say  ing  plainly,  24; 
to  say  it  isn’t,  17;  to  say 
those  things,  68;  to  say  we 
were,  36;  to  speak  in  sentences, 
33-36;  to  take  deep  breaths, 
11,  33,  63,  86-87;  to  think, 
9-10,  14-17,  18-21,  29-31, 

53-55,  81-83;  to  think  and 
tell  one  thing,  18-19;  to 
think  and  tell  two  things, 
19-21;  to  think  and  tell  three 
things,  23-24;  to  write  letters, 
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78-79,  105-109;  to  write  names 
of  people,  48;  to  write  stories, 
24,  42-43,  57-58. 
Letter-writing,  78-79,  105-109. 
Lie,  114. 

Lion  and  the  Thorn,  The,  16. 
Listen,  look  and,  31,  55. 

Little  Syrian  Maid,  The,  70. 
Longfellow,  Henry  Wadsworth, 

21,  74. 

Look  and  listen,  31,  55. 

MacKay,  Isabel  Ecclestone,  36. 
Merry  Little  Alice,  72. 

My  Father’s  Story,  57. 

Names  of  people,  exercises  in 
writing,  48. 

Nero,  61. 

Noah’s  Ark,  58. 

0,  Dear  Mel,  55. 

Oral  exercises,  74,  109-111. 
Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  111. 

Peacocks,  48. 

Period,  use  of,  24-25;  exercises 
in,  25. 

Pied  Piper  of  Hamelin,  The, 
83-84. 

Play-making,  exercises  in,  12, 

22,  32,  37-39,  45-46,  66, 

67-68,  69,  74,  75,  83,  97-98, 
103-104,  110,  112. 

Playing  store,  68. 

Poem,  exercises  in  making  a, 
64-65,  94,  96-97. 

Poems — April,  62;  Best  Game 
the  Fairies  Play,  The,  51 ; 
Boats  Sail  on  the  Rivers,  25; 
Brook,  The,  113;  Cock  Robin, 


22;  East  Wind,  The,  74; 
Fairy  Went  A- Marketing,  A, 
42;  Ferry  Me  across  the  Water, 
37;  Fly,  The,  114;  Hiawatha, 
21;  Hop-Skotch,  36;  Hum¬ 
ming-Bird  Song,  The,  116;  I 
Met  at  Eve,  105;  If  a  Pig 
Wore  a  Wig,  14;  Island,  The, 
75;  Laird  o’  Lochawe,  The, 
97;  Merry  Little  Alice,  72; 
O,  Dear  Mel,  55;  Peacocks, 
48;  Piper,  The,  84;  Queen 
Mab,  94;  Rainbow,  The,  31; 
Singing-Time,  49;  Snow  Song, 
112;  Spinning  Top,  17; 
Spring’s  Coming,  100;  Tar¬ 
tary,  88;  There  is  but  One 
May  in  the  Year,  43;  Watch, 
The,  68;  Waterfall,  The,  77; 
We  Were,  You  Were,  They 
Were,  36;  What  Is  Pink?,  27; 
Who  Stole  the  Bird’s  Nest?, 
45;  Wind,  The,  11. 

Pot  and  the  Kettle,  The,  27. 

Pretending,  17,  50;  game  of,  17. 

Prodigal  Son,  The,  97. 

Queen  Mab,  94. 

Question  mark,  use  of,  43; 
exercises  in,  43. 

Question  sentence,  95;  exercises 
in  writing,  43,  95-96,  99; 
answering  questions,  35. 

Quotation  marks,  use  of,  101- 
103;  exercises  in,  101-103. 

Rainbow,  The,  31. 

Riddles,  14-16,  47;  exercises 
in  making,  16,  47. 

Rossetti,  Christina  G.,  11,  14, 
25,  27,  37,  43,  62,  72. 
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Sentence,  kinds  of,  94-96;  sen¬ 
tence  practice,  24-27,  33-3(5, 
39-40,  72,  94-9(5,  98-100; 

beautiful  sentences,  87. 

Shakespeare,  William,  94. 

Sherman,  Frank  Dempster,  17, 
77,  100,  112,  11(5. 

Shoes  that  Walked  Most,  The,  50. 

Singing-Time,  49. 

Snow-Song,  112. 

Speaking,  exercises  in,  12-13, 
24,  37,  63,  87. 

Spinning  Top,  17. 

Spring’s  Coming,  100. 

Statement  sentence,  95;  exer¬ 
cises  in  writing,  95-96,  99. 

Stevenson,  Robert.  Louis,  108. 

Stories — Beowulf  and  the  Dra¬ 
gon,  90;  Boy  and  the  Nuts, 
The,  10;  Clever  Cow,  A,  19; 
Cyclopes,  The,  115;  Death  of 
Baldur,  The,  116;  Demeter 
and  Persephone,  103;  Dog  and 
the  Shadow,  'The,  58;  Dog  in 
the  Manger,  The,  35;  Fox  and 
the  Cat,  The,  101;  Fox  and 
the  Grapes,  The,  47;  Frog  and 
the  Ox,  The,  70;  Hare  and  the 
Tortoise,  The,  38;  Helen’s 
Story,  19;  Hiawatha,  65; 
.Jackdaw,  The,  75;  Lion  and 
the  Thorn,  The,  16;  Little 
Syrian  Maid,  The,  70;  My 
Father’s  Story,  57;  Nero,  61; 
Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  111; 
Pot  and  the  Kettle,  The,  27 ; 
Prodigal  Son,  The,  97;  Shoes 
that  Walked  Most,  The,  50; 
Tom’s  Story,  23;  Unlucky 
Nail,'  The,  42;  What  Time 
Is  Ilf,  12;  William  Tell,  67; 


Wind  and  the.  Sun,  The,  32. 

Story-telling,  exercises  in,  9,  10, 
12,  1(5,  19,  21,  22,  23,  24, 
27,  34,  35,  40,  42-43,  47,  50, 
51,  57-58,  62,  65-66,  70,  71, 
74,  75,  76,  81,  83,  91,  94, 
98,  102,  109,  110,  115,  116, 
117-119. 

Tartary,  88. 

Tell,  William,  67. 

Tennyson,  Alfred,  Lord,  113. 

There  is  but  One  May  in  the 
Year,  43. 

Thinking,  exercises  in,  9-10, 
14-17,  18-21,  23-24,  29,  31, 
53-55,  81-83,  100. 

Those  things,  68. 

Thrift  campaign,  86. 

Titles,  62-63. 

Tom’s  Story,  23. 

Unlucky  Nail,  The,  43. 

Vocabulary  exercises,  59-62,  88- 
91,  92-94. 

Was,  76-77,  78,  86. 

Watch,  The,  68. 

Waterfall,  The,  77. 

We  ivere,  36. 

Were,  7(5-77,  78,  8(5. 

What  Is  Pink?,  27. 

What  Time  Is  Ilf,  12. 

Who  Stole  the  Bird’s  Nestf, 
45,  112. 

William  Tell,  (57. 

Wind,  The,  11. 

Wind  and  the  Sun,  The,  32. 

Written  exercises,  75-7(5,  78, 
8(5,  112-119. 
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